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Abstract 
Women are bestowed with special status in Islam. In the Diwan of al-Shafi’i r.h.m, it depicts few 
of the poetic texts regarding the woman. This study will emphasize three poetic texts of Imam al-
Shafi’i r.h.m that are reviewing on the position and privilege of women in Islam. All of these texts 
were gathered from Diwan of al-Shafi’i r.h.m as a primary source. Subsequently, by the approach 
of textual analysis, this research tried to analyse those three poetic texts through the support of 
secondary data that were obtained from various sources. This research paper identified that 
Diwan of al-Shafi’i r.h.m possesses few perceptions of the woman that are in line with the 
requirement that is stated in al-Quran and al-Sunnah. All of these analysed texts are contributing 
to highlight the position and privilege of a woman according to Imam al-Shafi’i r.h.m that 
correspond to the acknowledgement of woman’s position as stated in al-Quran.  
Keywords: Diwan of al-Shafi’I, Imam al-Shafi’I, women in Islam, women and al-Quran 
 
Introduction 
Women are granted the greatest honour in Islam. This special respect puts women’s position 
elevated and their unprecedented position is on the perfect view along human history. With the 
advent of Islam, the situation became different by the abolishment of the way of jahiliyyah 
people treated women as part of the loot, degrading and comparing women with animals even 
worst (Hassan & Razi, 2006).  
 
The coming of Islam surely annihilating many of the unethical ways of life and practices during 
the days of jahiliyyah (ignorance), cum implementing the virtues and wholesome quality amongst 
the societies. It is a living proof that can be seen by the absence of discrimination and oppression 
happened after the settlement of Islam. Besides, the bestowment of the fourth chapter in al-
Quran that was named as al-Nisa’, is clearly showing that Islam never cast aside the role of 
women in the world of politics, economic and religious affairs. The existence of this chapter is 
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totally realizing and pulling the jahilliyah people out by acknowledging that Islam brings the 
harmonious and discrimination-free lifestyle.  
 
Imam Shafi’i and Women 
Imam al-Shafi’i r.h.m is no longer a foreign figure amongst the Muslim society. He was one of the 
prominent Imams of Madhabs (school of thought within fiqh) and he produced many books and 
poems that are comprising various of disciplines, such as fiqh, aqidah, tasawwuf, hadith and 
others. He also mastering and fluent the Arabic language. Thus, in the Arabic literature, his 
masterpiece known as al-Diwan al-Shafi’i consists of poems that spontaneously uttered by him 
during teaching sessions (Bahjat, 1999). Those articulated poems were gathered by his disciple 
and composed into a book in numerous versions and publications.   
Many of his poems touch on the issue and polemic of the society that occurred during his time. 
In his poems, the affairs of women in his poems also being directly or indirectly discussed. Hence, 
this paper will deliberate three of his poetic texts that are pointing on the circle of women during 
his lifetime. By this approach, this study able to correct the exist misperception of society towards 
women that still perceived at that particular time. Besides, this discussion is one of the advices 
and guidelines for the society to become more optimistic in performing ‘ibadah (the act of 
worship) and seeking knowledge.  
 
The Thematic Analysis of Women in Diwan al-Shafi’i R.H.M 

1) Discussion on Women’s Love: A Great Predicament  
This poem was quoted from al-Diwan al-Shafi’i, arranged by Bahjat (1999: 44), cited from the 
Manaqib al-Shafi’i, compiled by al-Baihaqi (2/82):  
 

َ
 
الواَأ

ر
َالنساءَِوق ي

َالناسَُف  ر
ر
َالبلاءَََِكثَ

ر
َالنساءَِجهد َحبَّ

َّ
 إن

ولكنَ اَ
ً
َالنساءَِجهد َالبلاءَََليسَحبُّ

ُ
َجهد نَلاَتحبُّ َمر ربر

ر
 ق

Many people talk about women, they said the most painful predicament is to 
love a woman. 

Nonetheless, to love a woman isn’t the miserable tribulation, but the most 
painful is how close the haters.    

In the abovementioned poetry stanza, the issue of loving a woman is said to be the most painful 
predicament. However, according to Imam al-Shafi’i, the opinion of saying that to love a woman 
is the most distressing tribulation is apparently incorrect. The truth of the real predicament is to 
be together with the hater.  

This refutation is corresponding with the Quranic revelation chapter al-Rum, 
verse 21: 

َورَ
ٗ
ة
َّ
د ور مَمَّ

ُ
ك
ر
يۡن َبر لر عر جر اَور يۡهر

 
َإِل
ْ
وٓا
ُ
ن
ُ
سۡك

ر
ت
ِّ
جٗاَل َٰ ور

ۡ
ز
 
مَۡأ

ُ
سِك

ُ
نف
 
نَۡأ مَمِّ

ُ
ك
 
َل قر

 
ل
ر
َخ

ۡ
ن
 
ٓۦَأ تِهِ اير َٰ مِنَۡءر وۡمََٖور

ر
ق
ِّ
تَٖل ير َٰ

ٓ ر
َلَ

ر
لِك َٰ

ر
َذ ي ِ

َف 
َّ
َإِن

ًۚ 
ة حۡمر رر

َ
ر
رُون

َّ
ك
ر
ف
ر
ت ٢١َََير

And one of His signs is that He created mates for you from yourselves that you may 
find rest in them, and He put between you love and compassion; most surely there 
are signs in this for a people who reflect. 

 



 

International Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences 

Vol. 9 , No. 4, December , 2019, E-ISSN: 2222-6990 © 2019 HRMARS 

 

63 

Hubb defined as the tendency of heart and thought towards someone (al-Askari, 1988: 122). The 
tendency of heart and thought towards women is such a pleasure, even this feeling able to bring 
happiness and blessing in a family. This tendency can nurture the ambience of mawaddah wa 
rahmah. In contrary, if someone is forced to live with someone that he or she hates, surely it is 
the most painful thing, as how stated on the second stanza of that poem.  
The fact that human beings are tested with various tribulations that are painful, however each of 
the problems shouldered by the individuals, are not beyond their capability. This statement is 
stated by Quranic revelation, chapter al Baqarah, verse 286:  

برت سر
ر
ت
ۡ
اَٱك اَمر يۡهر

 
ل عر َور

ۡ
ت بر سر

 
كَ ا اَمر هر

 
َل
ًۚ
ا هر َوُسۡعر

َّ
سًاَإِلَ

ۡ
ف
ر
َن ُ
َّ

فَُٱللَّ
ِّ
ل
 
َيُك

ر
َلَ

Allah does not impose upon any soul a duty but to the extent of its ability; for it is (the benefit 
of) what it has earned and upon it (the evil of) what it has wrought. 
 
The painful feeling from each of the tribulations is depending on how someone tries to face and 
solve it. The refutation done by Imam al-Shafi’i is completely corresponding to the hadith of 
Prophet Muhammad, narrated by Muslim:  

لِمرَ
 
َبِك هُنَّ رُوْجر

ُ
مَْف

ُ
ت
ْ
ل
 
حْل
ر
اسْـت ةَِاِلله،َور

ر
ـان مر
 
َبِأ نَّ

ُ
مُوْه

ُ
ت
ْ
ذ
ر
خ
 
مَْأ

ُ
ك
َّ
إِن
ر
ـاءِ،َف سر

ِّ
َفِـيَالن واَاللهر

ُ
ق
َّ
ـمََْاِت

ُ
يْك
 
ل َعر هُنَّ

 
ل ةَِاِلله،َور

عْرُوْفَِ مر
ْ
َبِال هُنَّ

ُ
ت كِسْور َور هُنَّ

ُ
ق
ْ
 .رِز

                                       (Narrated by Muslim (num. 1218) Book al-Hajj, from Abu Hurairah R.A) 
Be conscious of Allah pertaining to women affairs. Indeed, you took them with Allah’s mandate 
upon you, and it is permissible for you on their private parts by God’s affirmation. Hence, the 
rights of them upon you is to give them sustenance and clothes in the way of ma’ruf (acceptable).  
 
This command was said to ensure that women are protected with love since they are indeed 
responsibility for men. Thus, in protecting this trust, an individual should possess a genuine 
feeling of love towards this obligation in order to ensure this life duty able to be well conducted.  

2) Talaq and Iddah 
The next poem narrated by Muhammad bin Abdullah bin Abdul Hakim said, “I heard that al-Shafi’i 
said, I had a friend and he is so nice and treat me so well. Later on, he migrates to Sabin and from 
then on, he forgot me. Until I sent him a letter and wrote few stanzas of the poem, he returned 
and asked my forgiveness for what he did after he read that poem:  

َوليسَطلاقَذاتَالبي  َ َخذهاَإليكَفإنَودكَطالقَ 1 ي
َمن 

َعلىَثنتي  َََفإنَارعوعتَفإنهاَتطليقةَ 2  ويدومَودكَلي
َحيضي  َََوإنَالتويتَشفعتهاَبمثالهاَ 3 ي

ف  َوتكونَتطليقيهاَ
َطائعا 4 ي

 لمَتعنَعنكَولايةَالسيبي  ََ فإذاَالثلاثَأتتكَمن 
كَلَحصي  ََحصيناَوحدهَلمَأرضَأنَأهجوَ 5 َأسودَوجه  حنى
(Mujahid Mustafa Bahjat, 1999: 109)ََ

Meaning:  
Take this love with you, indeed your love has ended from my heart in a form of talaq but not 
forever remain severed, 
If you still stubbornly refuse, hence this is the first talaq; your love towards me still have two 
chances, 
If you turn your face over and reluctant to console, thus I’ll divorce you for the second time, but 
both of the talaq as if done during the menses period (something that I like) 
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If I divorce you thrice, all at once, hence there is no use to become a ruler of Sibayn district 
I am not only condemning a Husayn, but all people that characterized as similar as Husayn.  

 
In the above-stated poem, the mentioned woman pictured in that poem is a wife to someone. 
Imam Shafi’i r.h.m portrayed that the love relationship towards his friend likens to a relationship 
between husband and wife that are having the marriage crisis. He was comparing his friend as a 
woman (wife) that seems to forget him as a husband due to her obsession in preserving the status 
quo of hers – despite the husband is still in love with his wife.  
 
However, due to her reluctant to return home, the husband determines to divorce his wife with 
single talaq (talaq raj’i) and not as talaq bain. If his wife still loves him, therefore, she may return, 
within the period of two times of her menstruation circle. However, if the third circle of her 
menstruation comes in, hence that divorcement turn as talaq bain and it is forbidden for them 
to stay together. Talaq bain sughra will taking place where their marriage relationship is nullified 
and there is no more chance for resolution. Hence, up to this point, the chances for them to 
reconcile and to stay together as how the legal spouses to be are no longer presentable.  
This analogy is in line with the issue of divorce that has been clearly discussed in Quran, chapter 
al-Baqarah, verse 229-230:  
 

ا َءر
ٓ
ا َمِمَّ

ْ
وا
ُ
ذ
ُ
خ
ۡ
أ
ر
نَت

 
مَۡأ

ُ
ك
 
َل حِلُّ َير

ر
لَ َور

ٖۗ
ن 
َبِإِحۡسر َٰ ُۢ

ُ
يــــح سِۡۡ

ر
وَۡت
 
عۡرُوفٍَأ َبِمر

ُۢ ُ
اك إِمۡسر

ر
َف
ِۖ
انِ
ر
ت رَّ قَُمر َٰ 

ر
ل
َّ
يَۡٱلط

ر
َش نَّ

ُ
مُوه

ُ
يۡت
ر
َََ َ ت

ر
ود

ُ
اَحُد َيُقِيمر

َّ
لَ
 
َأ
ٓ
ا
ر
اف
ر
خ نَير

 
َأ
ٓ َّ
اَإِلَّ

َِ
َّ

َٱللَّ
ُ
ود

ُ
َحُد

ر
ك
ۡ
َتِل
ٖۗ
َبِهِۦ

ۡ
ت

ر
د
ر
ت
ۡ
ٱف اَ فِيمر اَ يۡهِمر

 
ل َعر احر

ر
َجُن

ر
لَ
ر
َف ِ

َّ
َٱللَّ

ر
ود

ُ
اَحُد َيُقِيمر

َّ
لَ
 
مَۡأ

ُ
ت
ۡ
َخِف

ۡ
إِن
ر
َف
ِۖ
ِ
َّ

ََٱللَّ
ر
ئِك

َٰٓ 
ر
وْل
ُ
أ
ر
َف ِ

َّ
َٱللَّ

ر
ود

ُ
َحُد

َّ
د عر

ر
ت نَير مر َور

ًۚ
ا
ر
وه

ُ
د
ر
عۡت
ر
َت
ر
لَ
ر
َف

ََٰ 
َّ
مَُٱلظ

ُ
ََه

ر
٢٢٩َََلِمُون

ر
ق
َّ
ل
ر
إِنَط

ر
َف
ٖۗ
هُۥ ر ۡ ث 

ر
غ وۡجًاَ

ر
َز
ر
نكِح

ر
َت َٰ َّ نى َحر

ُ
عۡد َبر َۥمِنُۢ

ُ
ه
 
َل حِلُّ

ر
َت
ر
لَ
ر
ف اَ هر

ر
ق
َّ
ل
ر
إِنَط

ر
نَف

 
َأ
ٓ
ا
َّ
ن
 
َإِنَظ

ٓ
ا عر اجر ر

ثىر نَير
 
َأ
ٓ
ا يۡهِمر

 
ل َعر احر

ر
َجُن

ر
لَ
ر
ف اَ هر

َ
ر
مُون

 
عۡل وۡمَٖير

ر
لِق اَ هر

ُ
ن يِّ َيُبر ِ

َّ
َٱللَّ

ُ
ود

ُ
َحُد

ر
ك
ۡ
تِل َور

ٖۗ
ِ
َّ

َٱللَّ
ر
ود

ُ
اَحُد ٢٣٠َََيُقِيمر

229. Divorce may be (pronounced) twice, then keep (them) in good fellowship or let (them) go 
with kindness; and it is not lawful for you to take any part of what you have given them, unless 
both fear that they cannot keep within the limits of Allah; then if you fear that they cannot keep 
within the limits of Allah, there is no blame on them for what she gives up to become free 
thereby. These are the limits of Allah, so do not exceed them and whoever exceeds the limits of 
Allah these it is that are unjust. 
230. So if he divorces her, she shall not be lawful to him afterwards until she marries another 
husband; then if he divorces her there is no blame on them both if they return to each other (by 
marriage), if they think that they can keep within the limits of Allah, and these are the limits of 
Allah which He makes clear for a people who know. 
 
This poetic text composed of information regarding divorce and the observed period for a woman 
after a divorce was done, which she may not marry another man. The combination of parable 
and knowledge on talaq and iddah in this single poetic text is evaluated to be very meticulous 
and unique.  
From the angle of its language structure, the usage of the word wudd by Imam al-Shafi’i is truly 
picturing that his certainty that his friend still loves him, however, that kind of feeling only resides 
inside his heart and not on his thought. The word of wudd is different with hubb which the latter 
is a tendency of heart and thought towards the beloved ones. The real loving couples must 
possess the mutual feeling of hubb and not solely be in wudd throughout the relationship.  
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3) Women are The Unique Creatures 
Ghazal is a form of a poem that existed during the pagan life of Arab Jahiliyya. Usually, the ghazal 
is a poetic expression that contains the element of love towards women, their beauty and all 
aspect that can be discussed on a woman. However, with the advent of Islam, the form of ghazal 
shifted to become more positive and educational – by talking about the noble women, the beauty 
of self-contemplating and sundries. Amongst the ghazal poem that found in Diwan al-Shafi’i r.h.m 
is a poetic expression created whenever Abu Yaakub al-Buwaity asked Imam Shafi’i regarding 
zuhd. He inquired al-Shafi’i whether he has any ghazal pertaining to the practice of zuhd? Upon 
his question, directly, Imam Shafi’i invoked this poem:  

َبعدَالنومَبالسهرَ 1 كَاحلَالعي   كَانكَحلكَبالمنعوتَللبصَََيا َما
ناظرةَ 2 َإليكَالدهرَ ي

َولمَأشبعَمنَالنظرَََلوَأنَعين  ي
َحانتَوفاتى

كَانَأطيبهَ!سقياَ 3 َما مض  َلولاَالتفرقَوالتنغيصَبالسفرََللدهرَ
َبلاَعدة 4 ي

َبلاَمطرَََإنَالرسولَالذيَيأتى ي
َمثلَالسحابَالذيَيأتى

َمنكَبالنظرَ 5 ي
َأمتعَطرف  ي

وجهكَيجلَظلمةَالبصَََدعن  َفنورَ
(Mujahid Mustafa Bahjat, 1999: 66) 

Meaning:  
 
O people that put kohl after waking up from the midnight sleep  
Your kohl is not related to the eye gaze 
Though my eyes look upon you forever 
My death came, yet it is not contented to put my eyes on you 
Pray for the time to reach the perfect point 
If not due to dispersion and travel 
Indeed, the messengers came were countless 
Like the cloud that comes without rain 
Let me delight myself by looking at you 
As the light of your face glorifies the darkness of eyes 

 
This poem describes the characteristic of how meticulous the women and always adorned 
themselves whenever they are sitting with their husbands. Imam al-Shafi’i regarded this kind of 
women have a perfect appearance even in the dark. However, the loveliness of that woman is 
not hindering him to remember and contemplate that the death will come in any time. That 
description on women is in line with the command of Prophet Muhammad p.b.u.h towards the 
responsibilities of a wife in observing their manner while being together with husband:  

َ
ر
الِك مر اَور سِهر

ْ
ف
ر
َن ْ ي ِ
َف 
ر
ك
ر
ت يْبر

ر
َغ

ُ
ظ
ر
حْف

ر
ت ،َور

ر
رْت مر

 
اَأ
ر
َإِذ

ر
طِيْعُك

ُ
ت ،َور

ر
ت ْ بْصر

 
اَأ
ر
َإِذ

ر
ك سُُّۡ

ر
نَْت اءَِمر سر

ِّ
َالن ُ ْ ث 

ر
 خ

(Narrated by ath-Thabrani, from ‘Abdullah bin Salam)  
Meaning:  
“The most righteous woman is the who when you look at her, you are pleased, devoutly 
obedient when you order her, if you are absent from her, she guards herself and your 
property.” 
 
However, Imam al-Shafi’i r.h.m did not conclude his poem with that point, but he put the end of 
that poem by advising the society that the death is pretty near and the pleasure of this life 
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should not deceive them.  This statement is concurrently attached with the holy revelation in 
chapter Ali ‘Imran, verse 14: 
 

ةَِ
َّ
فِض

ۡ
ٱل بَِور

ر
ه
َّ
َٱلذ ةَِمِنر رر

ر
نط

ر
مُق
ۡ
َٱل ِ طِث 

َٰ 
ر
ن
ر
ق
ۡ
ٱل َور نِي  ر بر

ۡ
ٱل ءَِور

ٓ
ا سر

ِّ
َٱلن تَِمِنر َٰ ور هر

َّ
َٱلش اسَِحُبُّ

َّ
َلِلن نر يِّ

ُ
ََََز

ر
لِك َٰ

ر
َذ
ٖۗ
رۡثِ حر

ۡ
ٱل مَِور عر َٰ

ۡ
ن
ر ۡ
ٱلَ ةَِور مر وَّ مُسر

ۡ
يۡلَِٱل

ر
خ
ۡ
ٱل ور

مرَ
ۡ
َۥحُسۡنَُٱل هُ

ر
َعِند ُ

َّ
ٱللَّ َور

ِۖ
ا ير
ۡ
ن
ُّ
ةَِٱلد وَٰ ير حر

ۡ
عَُٱل َٰ 

ر
ت ١٤ََابََِ َ مر

The love of desires, of women and sons and hoarded treasures of gold and silver and well-bred 
horses and cattle and tilth, is made to seem fair to men; this is the provision of the life of this 
world; and Allah is He with Whom is the good goal (of life). 
 
In this context of the discussion, Imam al-Shafi’i r.h.m tried to deliver to the society that the 
women are put in a noble position, the world’s ornaments and being cherished above all others. 
However, human beings should be conscious with this temporary pleasure since the main focus 
that should be emphasised in this life is to get the blessing of Allah, and get to the best place of 
return.   
 
Conclusion 
Imam al-Shafi’i r.h.m was not putting aside the role and value of women in his poems. His 
discussions on women throughout his poetic texts were so meticulous and not against the noble 
character of a Muslim. The elements of advice found in his poems are very valuable and those 
advices and teachings able to be set as guidelines in adding up the someone’s faith towards Allah. 
It is closely related to verses of Quran and hadith of Prophet Muhammad p.b.u.h. This situation 
is clearly portraying his particularity in expressing the poems since he put both of the 
aforementioned sources as his references. The language pitch used by al-Shafi’i also easy to be 
understood and appropriate with his character of an educator.  
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