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Abstract

Nowadays, there are plentiful open parks operated for relaxation and entertainment in
Malaysia. Putrajaya is one of the cities which have many public parks around. The aim of this
study was to acquire the opinions of users regarding the needs of establishing "the Malaysian
heritage garden concept" today. The main objective is to distinguish the factors that caused
the implementation difficulties, and the initiatives that have been made to introduce this
concept. Site observation and interview methods are used for collecting data. Respondents
were selected using the simple random sampling technique among users of the public parks
in Putrajaya and the experts of Malaysian Garden concept. The results revealed that the entire
park design does not highlight the elements of the Malaysian Garden concept (the Malay
Garden criteria’s). From the information gathered can be presumed that Putrajaya is yet not
prepared to highlight the traditional elements in landscape design. Although, Putrajaya is the
federal administrative center of the country, but still not able to accentuate the national
identity.

Keywords: Malaysia Heritage, Malaysian Garden, Malay Garden, National Identity, Putrajaya.

Introduction

Putrajaya is a planned city in Malaysia. It is a smart city that developed by politics. The city is
produced to raise the respect of the Malays altogether. Social components give off an
impression of being heading to the arrangement of Putrajaya is to make a "livable" city and
also charming (Perbadanan Putrajaya, 2018). The impact of the development of Putrajaya,
the country has had an “administrative city” that developed on par with the rapid physical
development of the country. Most of the buildings that are in the Territory of Putrajaya
implement the architecture from abroad. For example, the architecture of the “Putra
Mosque” is taken from Persian, while the “Prime Minister’s Department Complex” (Putra
Perdana) adapted from the Roman architecture (New Straits Times, 2018). This issue has
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affected the design of public parks in the region. The development of public parks is not
concerned with the local culture, especially the Malays. Landscape design that sees modern-
style and adapts the concepts of famous all over the world cannot help the development of
the local landscape design. According to Harun & Abdullah (2018), a key executed masterplan
example is Putrajaya, which was designed as an “intelligent garden city” using the model of
the garden city derived from planning concepts of the West.

Currently, there are various design concepts in the field of landscape architecture. Among the
favourite landscaping concepts are Japanese, Balinese and English Garden. Through these
concepts, the culture of its community been promoted to the outside world (Zakaria et al.,
2013a). In Malaysia, the current scenario of landscape focuses on contemporary designs,
which means that the Malaysian community does not have the one landscape identity to be
proud. The problems that arise from this, researchers have studied the level of concern of
Malaysians towards cultural elements that have been applied in the design of public parks in
Putrajaya. Promoting an ethnically oriented culture is difficult at present (Zakaria et al.,
2014a). Figure 1 shows the map of parks in Putrajaya. Inside the map, we can see the urban
parks, wetlands, open spaces, waterfront promenades, boulevards and lakes that make
Putrajaya's city planning so beautiful.

Figure 1. Parks of Putrajaya (Putrajaya Corporation, 2010).

National Identity

Referring to Dahbour (2002), two concepts of national identity are prevalent in contemporary
political philosophy; (i) a strict one that regards nationality as based on a belief in common
ancestry or ethnicity and, (ii) a loose one that views nationality as a malleable term without
fixed properties. National identity is a sense of a nation as a cohesive whole, as represented
by distinctive traditions, culture, and language (Oxford Dictionaries, 2018). The set of qualities
and beliefs that make individual or group different from others is another identity definition
(Merriam-Webster, 2015). Researchers have found that those people have made a strong
commitment to an identity tend to be happier and healthier rather than those who have not.
Those with a status of identity diffusion tend to feel out of place in the world and do not
pursue a sense of identity. Kuean (1999) stated the national identity are tied to a specific
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social conception of space, built from selected landscape types and individual spatial
components. According to Mandler (2006), the ideologies such as patriotism, nationalism and
the idea of “national character”, which may or may not be incorporated into “identities”.

Cultural Landscape

The cultural landscape is regarded as being of the most complex designs which involve
interactions between man, nature, cultural values and the associated built environment
(Harun et al., 2017). According to Sumardjo (2000), culture is a system of symbols which rely
on the wearer, an organisation symptom (behavioural), objects (woodworking tools and
production ideas (beliefs and knowledge) and sentiment (attitudes and values). The cultural
identity that relates to a person’s heritage helps them to identify with others who have the
same traditions and primary belief system — the "community identity" concerning the
acknowledgement that cultural landscapes form part of the living memory of past generations
and can provide connections to future generations (ICOMOQOS, 2014). Referring to Lowenthal
(1997), a landscape is considered as a common heritage and a collective identity.

Green Spaces

Givi et al. (2015) said the urban green space is defined as any piece of land covered by
vegetation and often referred to as parks, golf courses, sports field and other open spaces
within urban built-up area whether publicly accessible or not. Green spaces frequently
comprise of all natural and human-made networks of multifunctional ecological systems
within, around and between urban and semi-urban green spaces (Tzoulas et al., 2007).

The Malay Traditional Garden in Malaysia

The Malays had once been civilised, admired by the outside people and it has been depicted
in most ancient Malay manuscripts (Zakaria et al., 2014b). The designs of Malay Garden
concern for good space layout to create a surrounding of high functionality and benefits
towards users. Ismail et al. (2015) said the Malay Garden plays a significant function of
sustaining the residents. The planting compositions in the garden indicate not only intrinsic
cultural values, such as food, medicine, cosmetic, belief but also decoration and provision of
shade. Abu Bakar (2012) agreed that the Malay landscape could be regarded as a complete
life, which includes aspects of the divine, natural and human.

The Malaysian Garden Concept

Among the interests of the Malaysian Garden establishment is; ‘Conservation of historical and
cultural value, it is to be inherited and cherished by future generations. Besides, it is also an
effort to maintain the cultural landscapes’ (National Landscape Department, 2009). According
to Abu Bakar (2012), a consensus has been reached, where the Malaysian Landscape
characteristics must be based on the Malay Landscape concept criteria’s, and the National
Landscape Department agreed on it in 2007. Application of the Malay Landscape element as
identity, in design, will be the basis of the construction of the park in Malaysia. The problem
here is, after all, is there a concept called the Malay Landscape or Malay Garden?

Materials and Methods

The methodology for this research includes the formation of objectives, data collection,
summary and findings, and last suggestion and conclusion. In this research, researchers did
not just use the qualitative method, but quantitative as well, by using questionnaires. The
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“observation” method using to watch something carefully and accurately record in some way
the activities or situation to capture data relevant to the research issues (Gray & Malins,
2004). Questionnaires have been used “simple random sampling” in choosing respondents
and “Semi-Structure In-Depth” technique.

Sample Criteria
"Criterion Sampling" is the criteria specified by the researcher in the process of obtaining the
sample (Creswell, 2007). The sample is selected according to the criteria as follows:

1) Must be a Malay (user’s).

2) Using a public park when the study was conducted (user’s).

3) Not in the children's category (user’s).

4) Members of the Malaysian Garden meeting/seminar organized by the National Landscape
Department (NLD) in 2007 (for expert’s perception only).

A total of eight (8) public parks around Putrajaya has become a case study. The public parks
are:

1) Putrajaya Challenge Park

2) Putrajaya Equestrian Park

3) Putra Perdana Park Putrajaya

4) Agriculture Heritage Park Putrajaya
5) Wawasan Park Putrajaya

6) Wetland Park Putrajaya

7) Putrajaya Botanical Garden

8) Rimba Alam Park Putrajaya
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The selection of public parks chosen by the researchers found it to be the main attraction for
visitors, as well as tourists whether for recreational or social visit purposes. It refers to
observation studies conducted before the questionnaire was used to respondents.

Every public park has been allocated a total of 20 respondents. The total sample for this study
was 160 peoples. The study was conducted for two weeks (14 d), and it was done during the
school holidays in 2016 (December). The school holidays are chosen because the researchers
found that many people at that time.

The aspects of the criteria that have been queried in the questionnaire (research perceptions)
are about the park design, the number of users, the user comfort, the adapting the concept
of favourite landscape design, the cultural elements, the modern elements, and the potential
to absorb elements of local culture. These criteria have been developed from Zakaria et al.
(2013b, 2014b, 201643, 2016b, 2017) related to the Malay Garden and its elements.

Experts were divided into three categories which are; (a) Academic: Senior Lecturer +
previously had a study on the subject [2 persons]; (b) Industry player: consultant + contractor
[2 persons]; & (c) Authorities: decision maker + NLD Director General [1 person]. A total of
five (5) respondents were used in this study. For information, the total number of members
of the meeting/seminar is 21 (including those who retired and passed away).

Assessing the Opinion of the Users of Public Parks

According to Turan et al., (2016), satisfaction is one of the most central concepts in the study
of recreation behaviour. The view of the users of public parks is indispensable for
understanding the rationale of this study. Analysis of data is crucial to enable researchers to
elaborate on the current scenario and to ease the making of the recommendation of the
“Cultural Ethnic Landscape Elements” and design at the end of the study.

Assessing the Cultural Landscape

This study has used the Melnick's method, which states the importance to identify the
characteristics and elements of nature, culture, and visual interest at a selected place
(Melnick 2009). This process and guidelines facilitate the researchers for more focus on the
subject matter to increase the validity and reliability of the study.

Assessing the Issues and Problems in Implementing the Malaysian Garden Concept

The problems are arising from the absence of guidelines for designing the Malay Garden
concept. This problem will consequence in the effort to bring the concept of Malaysian
Garden to a dead end and resulted from the absence of landscape identities for Malaysia. It
has occasioned many parties take advantage, for example, arbitrarily making their designs
without thorough research on the theory and philosophy of the Malaysian Garden design.
Through past research findings, there is indeed difficulty in producing landscape design
model/design guidelines. Researchers namely have outlined some barriers:

1) Obsessive view of society that is extravagant for their nation

2) Difficulties in obtaining information from figures in landscape architecture, as this type
of study are not popular among academics

3) Need to have many respondents to represent each group of stakeholders.
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4)

(unimportant and insignificant).

Results

The government's attitude in landscape architecture issues, often regard it as trivial

The researchers have conducted on-site observation before any selected public park. After
having the perception of the public park, then review the opinion of the user is executed. The
researchers have made the ranking, according to the perceptual after a site visit conducted
(Refer to Table 1). Researchers are beginning the study through observation methods; the
researchers have chosen Putrajaya Botanical Garden and Putra Perdana Park as a public park
that has the potential to be highlighted cultural ethnic landscape design (first and second

ranks: results from the observation studies have been conducted).

Table 1

The perception of the researchers after conducting visits to the public parks in Putrajaya.

Putraja Putrajay Putra Agricult Wawas Wetlan Putraja Rimba
ya a Perdan wure an Park d Park vya Alam
Challen Equestri a Park Heritage Putraja Putraja Botanic Park
ge Park anPark Putraja Park ya ya al Putraja
ya Putrajay Garden vya
a
Parlf 3 4 4 3 4 5 2
Design
Number of 5 4 4 5 5 5 )
Users
User
4 4 4 4 5 5 3
Comfort
Adapting
the
Concept of 5 3 5 5 5 3 1
Popular
Landscape
Design
Cultural 3 3 3 5 3 3 )
Elements
Modern 3 5 5 5 5 5 2
Elements
The
Potential
to Absorb 4 5 5 5 5 5 5
Elements
of  Local
Culture
Ranking 6 7 2 4 5 3 1 8

1- Very Poor; 2- Poor; 3- Neutral; 4- Good; 5- Very Good
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The respondents in this study were composed of 39 % men (n = 62) and women, 61 % (n =
98). The majority (n = 88) age of the respondent in this study was between 20 y.o. to 45 y.o.
The rest are respondents (n = 72) within the age range of 30 y.o. to 35 y.o. The study of
perception and opinion of users has answered the question as follows:

The Landscape Design of Public Parks Users' Choice

Out of 160 respondents involved in this study, 67 % (n = 107) of them chose a modern
landscape design. Besides that, 25 % (n = 40) of respondents liked it if there is a traditional
element in public parks. A total of 8 % (n = 13) thought it was good to have a mix of landscape
design so that people can know the culture of other nations.

Suitability to Implement Cultural Ethnic Landscape Design in Malaysia

A total of 55 % (n = 88) of the respondents have chosen neutral, which means they are not
sure whether the concept of landscape design can be applied in Malaysia. As much as 30 % (n
= 48) of respondents chose the most suitable for us to develop or promote local culture
nowadays. However, there are 5 % (n = 8) of the interviewees consider the concept is not
appropriate for development at present, as many visitors consist of teenagers.

Suitability to Implement the Design of Cultural Ethnic Landscape in a Public Park (refer to
the location of the interview)

About 65 % (n = 104) of respondents said that it is possible and appropriate to implement
ethnic, cultural landscape in this park. It is because most visitors consist of Malaysians,
especially the Malays. As much as 23 % (n = 37) of respondents are not sure whether it can
be implemented or not in this park because it is not convinced of the strength of the concept.
Only slightly which are 12 % (n = 19) of respondents have expressed inappropriately for such
a concept to be developed because the existing concept was good enough.

Landscape Elements That Became a Favorite of Respondents in the Park

Plants (softscape) in this park to be the first choice of visitors. Most visitors love the beautiful
and lush plants in the parks. Besides, the visitors chose shelter/gazebo (wakaf) as a critical
landscape element and should be in every public park. The landscape design is in third place
in the list of elements of the public park user's choice. Some of the visitors feel attractive
landscape design can attract the attention of visitors to come again and again. In fourth place,
the users of public parks chose the sculpture (hardscape elements). These features will make
a public park more unique and artful. The fifth element that became a favourite of public park
visitors is a garden lighting system (light). Good lighting can attract visitors to use the park at
night.

The Concept of Design That Can Be Adapted to This Park in the Future

Most of the respondents felt that in the future the park would be more natural with mature
trees (large and fertile) and the softscape element will exceed the hardscape. Some
respondents felt this park in the next 10 yr. to 15 yr. will be implemented with a new concept
of the landscape (trendy). They were not sure of a landscape concept developed in Malaysia
will endure, if compared to other countries such as Japan and Spain. For some respondents,
they thought the park would remain with the current concept, due to the cost of construction
of a new public park is very high.
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What Be Kinds of Cultural Ethnic Landscape Element Incorporated in the Design of Public
Parks in The Future?

Most of the respondents listed the shelter/gazebo (wakaf), garden chairs, gates, fences and
water vessel/jars as elements that can be incorporated in public parks in the future. The
elements of the landscape garden are referring to elements of the Malays, and this is because
all the respondents are comprised of the Malays ethnic. Does this study bias? It is not because
from the outset the researchers wanted to explore the Malay cultural elements that can be
applied in landscape architecture.

The Importance of Introducing Traditional Elements for The Survival of the Malays Culture
A total of 86 % (n = 138) of respondents said it is necessary for us to introduce the Malay
cultural heritage. However, only a small number of those interviewed, 14 % (n = 22), felt the
Malay cultural heritage must not be shown in the exhibition. They thought, let's culture
retained in place, for example, in the Malay villages. According to the respondents, they
believe that culture is a civilised nation and it can be used to benefit the tourism sector. Also,
proud of the nation’s history is one of the characteristics of people with first-class brains. We
can conclude that users of public parks have a good knowledge of landscape design and
heritage. The average opinion of the respondents pointed to the improvement and
preservation of Malay culture. In the next part of the discussion, the researchers deliberate
on how to incorporate the Malay Garden Design Concept to an existing public park. People
prefer to implement something trendy and modern. The way of life is seen as the factors
influencing their behaviour today. People desire to live in cities than in villages and children
nowadays are less exposed to the culture of their parents.

The status of the Malaysian Garden design concept according to an expert

1) All respondents have stated that the awareness to develop this concept is still less or
indirectly concerned, whether at the community level, local authorities, consultants,
contractors and ministries.

2) Two (2) out of five (5) respondents stated the need to mix the cultural elements of three
(3) major ethnic groups, as it is argued that Malaysian Garden should have shown
harmony in the plural society.

3) Three (3) out of five (5) respondents have indicated that industrial players have no good
relationship with academics in the field of landscape architecture, and this has created
disagreements in the Malaysian Garden concept design (so far, they only follow the
concepts and knowledge which is in themselves).

4) Four (4) out of five (5) respondents stated that most landscape designers and landscape
architects were not interested in proposing this concept due to lack of knowledge, less
publicity, not being called for information sharing activities and lack of knowledge on
Malay culture.

5) All respondents agreed with the proposal to create diversity in promotional activities,
whether at the national or international level. It should be based on the latest trends
(online marketing and viral methods) and conventional methods (there must be evidence
of the existence of this concept and has been implemented on a site that can attract public
attention).
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Discussion

In this section, the researchers will touch on some of the relationships between a public park
in Malaysia and the Malay Garden Design Concept. This article will also explain to the reader,
about the importance of the Malay Garden Design Concept to the field of landscape
architecture in Malaysia.

What is the Malay Garden?

Zakaria et al. (2017) argued the basis of culture could be divided into four parts, artistic, social,
economic and political. All four sections are relevant in creating the landscape concept for the
Malay community in Malaysia. According to him, three essential things that need to be
studied before knowing the identity of the Malay landscape is; product potential, the
challenges before it recognised, and methods of globalisation. Refer to figure 3.

Arts - ?g, Potential !

-, ; o

‘ CULTURE i

L LANDSCARPE = Challenges !
\ —"| Ecanomic 2 { IDEMTITY "l\x o o

Politic == Globalisation

J

Figure 3. The Culture relationship influencing the uniqueness of Malay Landscape
(Zakaria et al., 2017)

Zakaria et al., (2013a) stated, the original compositions of the Malay Garden design are; the
design concept and principal components which include softscape elements and hardscape
elements. The characteristics of the Malay Garden in the past was emphasised its
synchronisation with the house setting (the use of natural materials is core to produce hard
landscape). Through research conducted earlier, researchers have identified several potential
and constraints on the concept of Malay Garden. The most significant potential is the idea
become a legacy for generations and need to be passed down to future generations. The
constraints that not able to be handled by the Malay community now is the lack of
understanding of this concept. It has made the community less appreciate and prefer another
landscape concept. Data has shown, due to the lack of understanding of this concept, it has
caused public parks in Putrajaya not convinced to implement it. They fear of their own shadow
and belittled.

How to Incorporate the Concept of the Malay Garden into Existing Public Parks?

All public parks are no problem to introduce the concept of "Malay Garden". For starters, it
does not need a large area to design the Malay landscape. However, the philosophy, the
elements and layout (hardscape and softscape) should follow the real concept of Malay
Garden. The designer cannot be mixed up with the concept with others, nor change the
function of a landscape element according to their understanding. Maybe we will be
misinterpreted by saying the concept is like a landscape in a traditional Malay village. It is
where the creativity of a designer to create a design to be an exciting, unique and uses the
basic idea of "Tropical Gardens". From the data obtained, there is an option if this concept is
to be implemented. Some visitors suggest that only small spaces need to be allocated to the
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Malay Garden design, but it is necessary to generate a psychological and understanding
impact on visitors.

The Strength of the Concept of "Malay Garden" Compared to Other Landscape Concept
The strength of the concept of "Malay Garden" can be seen from the philosophy, culture, and
lifestyle of the “Malays as a whole”. The Malay landscape concept should stress those things
because the practice of philosophy and culture will highlight the way of life of the Malay
community (Zakaria et al., 2016a). Lots of Malays long-standing theory is still used until today.
Undoubtedly another landscape concept also has a variety of philosophies, but the difference
is in the religious sense. The Malays in Malaysia are Muslims. Indirectly the philosophies more
directed on the teachings of Islam. Malay culture is not the same as other races.

Abu Bakar (2012) said culture and beliefs would be given priority in the conduct certain events
and activities. Malay culture in the landscape can be seen from the placement/layout of the
hard landscape (hardscape). For example, “tempayan” (water vessel/jars), we often see it
placed on the staircase entrance. Nevertheless, it can also be placed at the rear of the house
near the toilet or bathroom. However, the water vessel was not placed on the left and right
of the house compound. The philosophical basis of hard landscape arrangement is
functionality and religion (the cleanliness). Others have described the way of life of the Malays
as weak people, idlers, and polluter.

That presumption is wrong. The Malays are Muslims, and Islam does not like dirt and laziness.
The Malays are said to be less advanced today and inhabit the traditional village does not
mean lazy and polluter. Such perceptions should be removed, and the community itself must
change themselves. The Malay landscape perhaps will not be gone if the community,
tranquillity obeys to the philosophy of Islam that stresses cleanliness in daily life (Zakaria et
al., 2016b)

From surveys conducted by researchers, there are park visitors who feel it is not appropriate
if we continuously promote foreign countries by presenting their landscape concepts. They
argue that our country needs something that can represent the philosophy, identity and
dignity of the nation. If referring to the results of previous studies (as described above), then
we can feel that this concept has been around, but unfortunately not taken it seriously.

Is the Concept of the “Malaysian Garden” Has Existed?

The director of the National Landscape Department (NLP) had expressed a desire to produce
a concept “Malaysian Garden” (Ismail, 1997). The concept uses the idea of "tropical
rainforest" as the subject matter. It was reported 20 yr. ago, and maybe some of us are
already forgotten the matter. That means the study of "Malaysian Garden" concept does not
take a short and quick to produce. It is complicated to be realised on factors such as Malaysia's
multiracial society (3 main races are the Malays, Chinese and Indians). Refer to Figure 4. The
Chinese and Indians have a strong landscape concept was taken from their home country.
However, the problem for the majority, namely Malays who do not have a strong landscape
concept for equally paired in a park.

That is the reason why we need to produce a first the “Malay Garden Design Concept”, before
aspiring to create the concept of "Malaysian Garden". According to Mr LAr. Ng Sek San in 2007
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(well-known landscape architect in Malaysia), the formation of "Malaysian Garden" will take
another 100 years and it does not require any coercion to take more than that (Yusof &
Sharuddin, 2013). The answer to this question is "NO", and there has never been a landscape
concept like this in Malaysia. Refer to figure 4; it will enable us to understand the concept of
Malaysian Garden concept that will be implemented.

MaLAYSIAN
CARDEN

Figure 4: The clash of culture and combination of uniqueness will create the concept of
"Malaysian Garden" (Author, 2018)

From the data obtained, it is not easy to claim that the design is "Malaysian Garden". Due to
a lack of understanding and awareness among Malaysians especially the parties responsible
for developing the landscape industry.

What is the Relationship Between the Study of Malay Garden Design Concept with the
Federal Territory of Putrajaya?

Putrajaya has no personality of its own. It is because the architecture has influenced by
outside architecture, so in other words, it has a personality problem. Although there are some
drawbacks, it is not too obvious where the adoption of elements of “Responsive
Environment” by Bently et al. (1985) has managed to create an atmosphere of harmony and
comfort to the public. The recreation park features a unique design, as well as using the
selected material causing “sight-seeing” activities, as well as tourism activities that involve
the local community as well as from abroad.

The researchers believe the need to the concept of “Malay Garden” applied in the
development of a public park in Putrajaya. Local authorities should be more focused on the
agenda of the nation, it needs to begin by introducing the Malay identity, as the majority
population, and origin ethnic in Malaysia. The difficulty to understand the basis of landscape
architecture will be a significant barrier to the public to understand some more complex
elements or subject, which deals with the issue of the identity of landscape architecture (Abu
Bakar, 2012).

From the researcher's findings, Putrajaya is a place where everyone is visiting Kuala Lumpur.
Being strategically located in the middle between KLIA Airport and the capital (Kuala Lumpur)
makes it a must-visit place. It has many public parks and beautiful landscapes almost all over
the place, has made it a tourist attraction, but unfortunately, visitors will be more served with
foreign elements.
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Conclusion

People are always fascinating to see gardens from around the world. Some have asked
researchers why not trying to highlight the concept of “Malaysian Garden”, whereas it
represents all Malaysians. The correct answer is the concept of Malaysia Garden is not
suitable realised at present. From the survey conducted, the lack of activity promoting the
culture of the nation (especially Malay culture) is the reason why "cultural ethnic landscape"
is complicated to accept today. Two factors, namely, Malaysia is a multiracial country, and
the selection of Malay concept that has yet to establish the park will reduce the traditional
values to be applied. Although the concept of Malay garden is not an option at this point, as
Malaysians, researchers would like to suggest that the research and production of
appropriate guidelines should be accelerated.

The role of every member of society is crucial to make it comparable to popular concepts that
have become a trend today. Without the cooperation of all parties, any program organised
either from the ministry, government departments, local authorities or otherwise will not be
welcome. Malaysians need to enjoy it because they already have a landscape design concept
that can be proud of the nation. We cannot deny that various programs have been set up to
introduce the Malaysian Garden to local and foreign communities. The question here is
whether it impacts the Malaysian Garden concept? Is the organisation of significant events
such as The Malaysia International Landscape and Garden Festival, FLORIA (The Royal
Putrajaya Flower and Garden Festival), KLOBS (Kuala Lumpur Orchid and Bonsai Show), and
other state-level events have successfully promoted the concept of Malaysia Garden? Will
participation in competitions and exhibitions internationally ensure that the outside
community understands the true Malaysian Garden concept?

According to Marques et al., (2018), as human identity is regarded as an extension of the land,
the restoration and maintenance of landscapes and ecosystems often require the active
collaboration of local communities in their planning, management, and sustainable
development. Putrajaya which was developed with the idea of “Gardens in the City” some
called “Intelligent Garden City”, has combined the characteristics of a well-planned layout and
urban design appropriate to the climate, topography and local culture. However, in the aspect
of landscape architecture, it is less successful in applying the concept of local culture,
especially the majority, that is Malay. Local authorities need to consider the development of
the landscape with the identity of the Malays. It is consistent with the desires of the
community who feel the need to promote national identity to outsiders. To date, the use of
traditional Malay elements in landscape design in Putrajaya is inferior. There is no doubt that
there is little, but its use is not dominant and has little impact on highlighting the Malay
Garden concept.

Now, Putrajaya is a must-visit tourist destination when visiting Malaysia. According to the
Minister of Urban Wellbeing, Housing and Local Government, the Malaysian government will
build more public parks with a target of 67 200 ha across the country by 2020 (Utusan
Malaysia, 2015). Therefore, this is the potential for introducing the concept of Malay Garden
Design via public gardens to be developed in the future.
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