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Abstract

Genitive case is among those frequent used phrases in every language . So it plays an essential
role in communication. Teachers and EFL learners are the first group need to know its
syntactical structure.This paper investigates the syntactical structure of the genitive case in
Azeri language been divided in 36 groups and shows their equivalents in Persian.The results
show some similarities and differences.This classification can be used to subcategorise
genitive case in Persian language, as well.
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Genitive case in Azeri language

Seyidov was the first person who had a systematic study on complex noun phrases in
Azerbaijani language. (Seyidov. 1992, 2006).Genitiv case is one of the three kind of complex
noun phrases. The genitive pronouns are as follows:

Manim, sanin, onun, bizim, sizin, onlarin.

For the 1st person the ending is -im, for everything else it's -in.

The possessive suffixes are as follows:

-manim -(1)m my
-sanin -(1)n your
-onun -(s)l his/her/its
-bizim -(1)miz our

-sizin -(1)niz your
-onlarin -(s)i/lari their

These are all four-way harmonizing suffixes.
For the third person plural there are two possibilities; -(s)1 is used if the possessed noun
is singular, -lari if it's plural:
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onlarin it-i - their dog

onlarin it-lari - their dogs

Likewise, if the possessed noun with other pronouns is also plural it takes the plural
suffix:

bizim itlarimiz - our dogs

The letters in brackets are variations used depending on whether the word ends in a
consonant or a vowel. to illustrate, we'll use the consonant-final kitab ("book") and
vowel-final meyva ("fruit"):

-manim kitab-im manim kitab-im
-sanin meyva-n your fruit
-onun kitab-i his/her/its book
-bizim kitab-imiz our book

-sizin kitab-1niz your book
-onlarin kitab-I their book-

So as you can see, consonant-final words require a vowel-initial suffix, and vice-versa.
The full pronouns are of course optional and used mainly for emphasis.

The genitive of regular nouns is formed with the suffix -(n)in; -nin after vowels, -In after
consonants. the possessed noun likewise takes the 3rd person possessive suffix:
adam-in ev-i - the man's house

ana-nin bagga-si - the mother's garden

This suffix can also be added to possessive suffixes:

ana-m-in bagga-si - my mother's garden

or the plural ending:

adam-lar-in manzil-i - the men's apartment

One exception: su ("water"), which has the buffer consonant -y-instead of -n-:

suyun dadi - the taste of water ("water's taste")

To express possession ("l have x") the construction is noun+possessive suffix + var.
kitabim var - i have a book (or the book) (lit. "my book is/exists")

boylk itin var - you have a large dog

To do the same in the negative ("l don't have x") var is replaced by yoxdur (note: unlike
turkish the -dur is necessary, in Azeri "yox" alone means "no")

manim itim yoxdur - i don't have a dog ("my dog isn't")

sanin evin yoxdur(mu)? - don't you have a house?

Genitive Case in Persian language

In Persian, the genitive case relates two or more words to each other. The genitive case is
marked with the enclitic -é (or -yeé after vowels). The genitive enclitic is added to all the words
that are connected to the head word and complement it.( Mo’in, 1984, Natel Khanlari, 1976.
Khayampor, 1994. Look at the following examples

pedar -e Sara — the father of Sarah

dust- e pedar e Sara — the friend of Sarah's father

cheshmha- ye Sara — the eyes of Sarah

arbab-e halgheha — Lord of the rings

dokhtar-e shah — the daughter of the king

otagh-e baradar am — the room of my brother

rang-e divar — the color of wall
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shomal-e Tehran — the north of Tehran

shahr-e Tehran — the city of Tehran

din-e Eslam — the religion of Islam

mah-e Fevriye — the month of February

borj-e Eiffel — Eiffel Tower

zir-e miz — under the table (lit. beneath of the table)
albom-e aks — photo album (lit. album of photo)

The Structure of genitive case in Azeri language

This structure is composed of at least two words: head and a modifier. These parts are
formed in the following forms: (Khanchobani: 2010)

part (modifier) The second part (head)
Adjective Numeral
1 Pronoun + Noun
Numeral Adjective
Noun Pronoun
Nominal verb
Noun
2 Adjective + Adverb
Pronoun
gerund
Adjective
3 Pronoun + Preposition
Numeral
gerund
Adjective
4 Pronoun + Gerund
Demonstrative
5 Adverb + Noun
Adjective
6 Gerund + Pronoun
Noun
Nominal verb

The structures of the genitive case in Azeri language and the equivalent forms in Persian
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1) Noun+noun

-The love of the motherland

Elin glciu

2) Noun+adjective

-S6zilin (noun-modifier) dogrusu (adjective-head)

Isin yaxsisi

3) Noun+numeral

-Talabalarin (noun-modifier) besi (humeral-head)
-9sgarlarin (noun-modifier) onbesi (numeral-head)

4) Noun+pronun

-Atamin (noun-modifier) 6z (pronun-head)
-9kramin (noun-modifier) nayi (pronun-head)

5) Noun+nominal verb

-Mahsulun (noun-modifier) yigimi (nominal verb-head)
-Baharin (noun-modifier) galisi (nominal verb-head)

6) Noun+adverb

-Evin (noun-modifier) esiyi (adverb-head)
-Otagin (noun-modifier) i¢arisi (adverb-head)

7) Adjective+noun

-Gozalin (adjective-modifier) camali (noun-head)
-Go6zalin (adjective-modifier) glillisii (noun)

8) Adjective + Adjective

-Gozallarin (adjective-modifier) gdzali (adjective-head)

g9 8 9>

OBl 31 25 0335k

O 29>
oS x4z

Jgame cuil oy
Sl Ol

Al Hgm
L§U| Q9

L) s
3)\,?)’ ol

Obbe) Sl ool

-Boyuklarin ( adjective — modifier) boyliyu (adjective-head) o8 S

9) Adjective + numeral

-Balacalarin(adjective-modifier) biri(numeral- head)
Ariglarin(adjective-modifier) onuncusu(numeral- head)

10) Adjective + adverb

WSS 5 -
e 1,20 caadd
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-Gozallarin(adjective-modifier) coxu(adverb-head) 0Ly Wy il A
-Yetisanlarin(adjective-modifier) hamisi(adverb-head) B oy (23

11) Adjective+ gerund

-Ganclarin(adjective-modifier) qulag asmasi(gerund-head) Llg> Oals oS
-Calisqanlarin(adjective -modifier) oxumasi (gerund-head) lieS Cew Ol g5

12) Adjective+ pronoun

-Ke¢misin(adjective-modifier) har nasi(pronoun-head) wid pe
-Balacanin(adjective-modifier) 6zl (pronoun-head) S¢S 29

13) Adjective+ nominal verb

-Cavanin(adjective-modifier) baxisi(nominal verb) Olg> uﬂ)i)
-Balacanin(adjective-modifier) yerisi (nominal verb) Hoz9S (r8) ol

14) Adjective+ preposition

- Ozgalarin (adjective-modifier) basqasi (preposition-head) o8& s -
Tanislarin(adjective-modifier) qeyrisi (preposition-head) oblaT s

15) Pronoun+ noun

-Manim(pronoun-determiner) gizim(noun-head) o0 A
-Haranin(pronoun-determiner) axlagi(noun-head) oS 52 @

16) Pronoun+ adjective

-Manim(pronoun-determiner) azizim(adjective -head) REBST
-Kimin(pronoun-determiner) bdylyu(adjective -head) S 4> S

17) Pronoun+ numeral

- Onlarin(pronoun-determiner) biri(numeral -head) Wl 3l S
- Onun(pronoun-determiner) besi(numeral -head) of )16 g

18) Pronoun+ pronoun

-Manim(pronoun-determiner) nayim(pronoun-head)? Cowo i A
-Onun(pronoun-determiner) negasi(pronoun -head) SOl 66w
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19) Pronoun+ nominal verb

- Manim(pronoun-determiner) galisim(nominal verb-head) oo Odel
- Kimin(pronoun-determiner) yixilmasi(nominal verb -head) oS Az 02
20) Pronoun+ adverb

-Kimin(pronoun-determiner) avvali(adverb -head) TS dx Jy
-Bizim(pronoun-determiner) azimiz (adverb-head) Ll S

21) Pronoun+ infinitive

-Onun(pronoun-determiner) ga¢magi(infinitive -head) 9l

-Kimlarin(pronoun-determiner) gilmayi (infinitive-head)

22) Pronoun + Preposition

AluS d> Ododis

- Senin(pronoun-determiner) qarsin(preposition -head) PSP

- Kimin(pronoun-determiner) yani(preposition-head) TS ax HUS

23) Infinitive+ noun

- Oxumagin(infinitive-modifier) gaydasi(noun-head) RRUPENT N

- Yazmagin(infinitive-modifier) naticasi(noun-head) O gd damds

24) Infinitive+ adjective

- Yasamagin(infinitive-modifier) c¢atini(adjective-head) 03,5 §u3) ESew
The difficulty of the living

- Hesablamagin(infinitive-modifier) diizglinii(adjective-head) 03)S Glu (2uwyd
The correctness of the calculating

25) Infinitive+ pronoun

- Gazmayin(infinitive-modifier) 6zi(pronound-head) g\-wféy

-Yazmagin(infinitive-modifier) harasi(pronoun-head) RS TIR{ELY

26) Infinitive+ gerund

- Oxumagin(infinitive-modifier) baslanmasi(gerund-head) OLilgs &9 %

- islemayin(infinitive-modifier) gedisi(gerund-head) 03,5 )8 Wig)

27) Infinitive + adverb

- islamayin(infinitive-modifier) ¢oxu(adverb -head) 03)S ,8 R

- Almagin(infinitive-modifier) bir qadari (adverb-head)
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28) Infinitive+ preposition
- Vermayin(infinitive-modifier) qarsisi(preposition-head) O3l yoge

- Islamayin(infinitive-modifier) gabagi (alinmaz)(preposition -head)
(3503 433,5)038 5 Ssler

29) Adverb+ noun

- Dlnanin(adverb-modifier) isi (noun-head) Si9s 8
- Sabahin(adverb-modifier) islari (noun-head) 15,9 slay§

30) Numeral+ noun

- YlGzun(numeral-modifier) adi(noun-head) Lo ol
- Milyonlarin(numeral-modifier) sasi(noun-head) W gekeo Sluo

31) Numeral+ adjective
- Birinci(numeral-modifier) tanbal(adjective -head) Jol Ju5
- Onuncularin(numeral-modifier) tanbali(adjective -head) O Sledads

32) Numeral+ numeral

-Onuncularin(numeral-modifier) besi(numeral-head) bl -
Birincilarin(numeral-modifier) ikisi(numeral-head) L Jol 316 9o

33) Numeral+ pronoun

-Dordiin(numeral-modifier) 6zl(pronoun-head) SIVERTES
-Ugtinciilarin(numeral-modifier)harasi(pronoun-head) L9 pIuS ;2

34) Numeral+ infinitive

- Milyonun(numeral-modifier) sayilmasi(infinitive-head) Oguden (ylade-
Dérdun(numeral-modifier) bolinmasi(infinitive-head) 2l e

35) Numeral+ gerund

- Birinin(numeral-modifier)oynamagi (gerund-head) S0 Oduad)
- Dérdincinidn (numeral-modifier)danismagi(gerund-head) Dz 0 B>

36) Numeral+ preposition

-Dordincliniin (numeral-modifier) qarsisi(preposition-head) Wz oy
-Birincinin(numeral-modifier) arxasi (preposition-head) Jol dlss
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Conclusion

A contrastive study of the syntactical structure of genitive case in Azeri and Persian
languages shows that in this kind of complex noun phrases, Azeri language is the head last
but Persian language is head first. Modifiers and determiners precede head in Azeri but
they follow the head in Persian. Related to the syntactical structure of these phrases,
there are thirty six groups in Azeri as well as in Persian. 1)Noun+noun 2)Noun+adjective
3)Noun+numeral  4)Noun+pronun  5)Noun+nominal verb  6)Noun+adverb 7)
Adjective+noun 8) Adjective + Adjective 9) adjective + numeral 10) Adjective + adverb 11)
Adjective+ gerund 12) Adjective+ pronoun 13) Adjective+ nominal verb 14) Adjective+
preposition 15) Pronoun+ noun 16) Pronoun+ adjective 17) Pronoun+ numeral 18)
Pronoun+ pronoun 19) Pronoun+ nominal verb 20) Pronoun+ adverb 21) Pronoun+
infinitive 22) Pronoun + Preposition 23) Infinitive+ noun 24) Infinitive+ adjective 25)
Infinitive+ pronoun 26) Infinitive+ gerund 27) Infinitive + adverb 28) Infinitive+ preposition
29) Adverb+ noun 30) Numeral+ noun 31) Numeral+ adjective 32) Numeral+ numeral 33)
Numeral+ pronoun 34) Numeral+ infinitive 35) Numeral+ gerund 36) Numeral+
preposition. In all forms there is ezafe construction in Persian except those their head is
numeral (Noun+ numeral, adjective +numeral, pronoun+ numeral) and one form that the
modifier is adjective + adverb. There is a preposition (az/)!) between the head and the
modifier in these forms.
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