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Abstract 
Tense is marked in Igikuria verb.  This research gives a general overview of tense. The Igikuria 
tense is looked into, which is divided into past and non-past. The past is further divided into 
immediate, recent and distant past. The non past is divided into the present and the future, 
and the distant future. The feature checking of the Minimalist Program will be shown to 
demonstrate how movement checks inflectional features for their correctness against their 
syntactic position in the constituency of a sentence. 
Keywords: Tense, Immediate Past Tense, Recent Past Tense, Distant Past Tense, Present 
Tense, Future Tense, Distant Future Tense, Movements. 
 
Introduction 
Guthrie (1967:48) puts Igikuria in group 40 together with Ekegusii, Logooli(Kenya) Zamaki 
(Tanzania). Luhya(Kenya).  Abakuria live both in Kenya and Tanzania. In Kenya they live in 
kuria district and in Tanzania they live in both Mara and Musoma districts. 
The homeland of the Abakuria is between river Migori to the east and Estuary of river Mara 
to the West. On the eastern side the area stretches from Migori district in South Nyanza in 
Kenya to Musoma district of Tanzania on the western side. To the south, the land borders the 
Transmara district on the Kenya side and Nguruma area in Tanzania. To the north is Lake 
Victoria. The immediate neighbors are the Abagusii, Maasai, Ngurumi.This paper is based on 
the Abakuria in Kenya who speak Igikuria language. 
Lyons (1968: 308) describes tense as ‘relating the time of action, event or state of affairs 
referred to in sentence to the time of utterance’. According to Payne (1997: 236) tense is a 
grammatical expression of the relation of the time of an event to some reference point in 
time, usually the moment the clause is uttered. Lester (1971: 52) says ‘every language can 
make the distinction between past, present and future time, but there is no obligation for the 
distinction to be carried solely by the inflection of the verb’.  
Givon (1984: 273) links tense to the time of performing the speech act as a reference point 
referred to as absolute tense, or some other point in time which is referred to as relative 
tense. It’s also realized that adverbials can also mark tense even if they are not part of the 
verb affixation. 
According to Quirk (1983) tense is …“The correspondence between the form of a verb and 
our concept of time. This means that for one to know when an action took place, the word 
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class that can answer this question is the verb only” Tense is what relates the time of action, 
event or state of affairs referred to in sentences to the time of the utterances or it is the 
correspondence between the form of the verb and our concept of time. This implies that for 
one to know when an action took place the word class that can answer this question is the 
verb because it carries the action and in some languages the auxiliaries and tone can play a 
part hence we can not say that tense is a preserve of the verb only. This definition is according 
to English language which therefore means that tense should be defined according to a 
specific language. 
 
Theoretical Framework 
A theoretical framework is a general set of assumptions about the nature of phenomena. To 
understand theoretical framework, an analysis of theories has to be made. For this study, 
theoretical frame work is The Minimalist Program. 
The Minimalist Program is built on the theory of principles and parameters which in a nutshell 
is principle of economy in derivation and representation. Movement is directed by the 
interacting principle of economy, the Minimal link conditions, the principle of procrastinate 
and Greed.  
The Minimal link condition states that movement is only possible into the nearest only 
position. Procrastinate makes sure that  movement only takes place if there is need for it and 
if it is licensed by any morpho syntactic or lexical evidence from the language. Additionally, 
the Last Resort principle guarantees that a short movement is preferred over a longer one. 
Related to it, is the Greed Principle, which is some sort of self-serving Last Resort. It ensures 
that movement is only possible if the requirements for movement of the element are satisfied 
in terms of spell-out and convergence (Chomsky, 1995:200) these principles have possibilities 
for variation called parameters. In other words languages vary in the parametric values they 
select for each parameter in question. Minimalist program can be summarized as syntactic 
representation that minimizes levels of representation and adopts a justified structure. This 
theory is appropriate for my study because Igikuria language is agglutinative and has strong 
morphology. 
 
Research Methodology 
This study uses analytical research design which uses facts or information already available 
and analyses these to make critical evaluation of the material data .The data in this study was 
collected from Igikuria native speakers and verified with Abakuria professionals who are more 
competent native speakers. Data was collected through oral interview and use of 
questionnaires. The library was also a source of information which provided theoretical 
content on the Igikuria language. This study uses purposive sampling as a method whereby 
the researcher purposively targets a group of people believed to be reliable for the study ( 
Kombo and Tromp 2006: 82). For this study the number included ; twenty teachers; ten 
primary school teachers and ten secondary school teachers,  Igikuria speakers of over 
eighteen years old, professionals both men and women (primary and secondary school 
teachers from  Abakuria tribe) were involved. These informants are all native speakers of 
Igikuria language. Data Analysis is done in terms of the features of the verb structure that 
reveal the Igikuria tense. 
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Findings-tense in IGIKURIA  
Tense in Igikuria language is marked by affixation. The tone also distinguishes tense as marked 
through morphological tone. The native speaker of the language is able to distinguish tenses 
based on tone by simply listening to another person speaking the language. Igikuria language 
divides tense into three major categories as shown below; 

a)  The past. 
b)  The non past. 
c)  The future. 

The Igikuria inflects for the past and the future, the language also uses auxiliaries to mark 
future tense, however, the present tense is not morphologically marked as it overlaps to the 
aspect. 
 
The Past Tense 
According to Comrie (1985: 36) past tense.. “is the location of the situation prior to the 
present moment”. The past tense in Igikuria has no definite interpretation of time and that 
actions that took place within past can be accounted for from three perspectives; immediate 
past, recent past and distant past. The past tense is morphologically marked by “re” which 
together with the right tone gives the specific tense for instance immediate past tense is given 
by the morpheme re together with high –low tone on the first syllable followed by a low tone 
on the subsequent syllables, the recent past tense is given by the morpheme re together with 
low-high tone on the first syllable followed by low tone on the subsequent syllables. The 
distant future is given by the morpheme re together with the low-high tone on the first 
syllable and high tone on the subsequent syllables. 
 
The Immediate Past 
The immediate past tense accounts for actions that took place within the past few hours or 
not long ago but within the same day, the time of the action is very close to the present 
moment .The immediate past is marked on the verb by tone pattern. The past tense 
marker‘re’ is used as a general past tense marker but the tone on the syllables in the verb is 
what makes it immediate past. The first syllable has a high –low tone followed by a low tone 
on the subsequent syllables as shown. 

1)  Mary –a – re – cheser – e 
Mary – Agr – ptns – play – fv 
 ‘Mary played’ 
 

a) Creation of Heads  
In structure building, a primary principle of the MP is the formation of heads where only 
visibly marked morphemes are moved for feature checking in positions that are checking 
domains.  
Verb features are all checked for elimination since the MP does not allow morphological 
features that are not licensed. This is to meet the requirements of the Principle of Full 
Interpretation and the Principle of Economy when they interact during the spell-out, Cook 
and Newson (1992:321). In this case, a tense head has to be created where the verb root has 
to be checked by the abstract features, AGRs and TNS. The TON head is created because there 
is use of morphological tone that gives the immediate past tense. The morpho-syntactic 
nature of the MP allows inflectional properties to be accorded to the verbs and nouns in the 
lexicon.  
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b) The Movements 
The verb “arechesere” undergoes three movements first from the base position to the TNS 
head to feature check for the right tense, then to the TON. Head to feature check for the right 
tone then to AGRs head to feature check for the right agreement. “Mary” undergoes one 
movement from the spec position of the base VP to the spec head of the AGRsP to feature 
check for the right agreement. 
 
The Recent Past  
The recent past tense is morphologically marked by‘re’ but determined by the right tone. The 
recent past deals with actions that took place a few hours past and can run up to a few weeks 
before the distant past. The recent past has tone pattern where the tone changes from low- 
high  
On the first syllable and low on the subsequent syllables as shown below. 

2a)    John-n–a- re-ey-e 
 John-foc-AGRs –Ptns – eat – fv 
‘John ate’ (recent past) 

a) Creation of Heads 
In this case; the FOC. Head is created to feature check for the right focus the tense head has 
to be created where the verb root has to be checked by the abstract features, AGRs and TNS. 
The TON head is created because there is use of morphological tone that gives the recent past 
tense. The morpho-syntactic nature of the MP allows inflectional properties to be accorded 
to the verbs and nouns in the lexicon.  
 
b) The Movements 
The verb “Nareeye” undergoes three movements from the base position of the VP to the TNS 
head to feature check for the right tense, then to the AGRs head to check for the right 
agreement with the subject and finally to the focus head to check for the right focus, tone 
head is also created to check for the right tone for the recent past tense .John undergoes two 
movements from spec in VP position to the spec in the AGRs P to check for the agreement and 
finally to the spec under FOC. P. 
 
The Distant Past 
The distant past indicates events from one month ago into the infinite past. It is marked by 
affixation, that is marked by the prefix‘re’. The tone distinguishes this tense from the recent 
past. The first syllable has low- high tone while the subsequent syllables are high tones. The 
tone patterns that determine the distant past tense are shown below 
 
2b) John n –  – re-ey-e 

   John foc  - AGRs– ptns – eat – fv 
      ‘John ate’  (distant past) 
 

a) Creation of Heads 
In this case the FOC. Head is created to feature check for the right focus the tense head has 
to be created where the verb root has to be checked by the abstract features, AGRs and TNS. 
The TON head is created because there is use of morphological tone that gives the distant 
past tense. The morpho-syntactic nature of the MP allows inflectional properties to be 
accorded to the verbs and nouns in the lexicon.  
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b) The Movements 
The verb “Nareeye” undergoes three movements from the base position of the VP to the TNS 
head to feature check for the right tense, then to the AGRs head to check for the right 
agreement with the subject and finally to the focus head to check for the right focus, tone 
head is also created to check for the right tone for the distant past tense .John undergoes two 
movements from spec in VP position to the spec in the AGRs P to check for the agreement and 
finally to the spec under FOC. P.          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
The Non Past Tense  
The non past tense is not overtly marked in Igikuria. According to Comrie (1985:36), the 
present tense is ‘... a coincidence of the time of the situation and the present moment...’   In 
Igikuria this  
tense co-occurs with the imperfective aspect ‘are’.  In Igikuria the non past tense refers to 
events that are happening at the time of speaking. 
 
The Present 
It is not easy to divorce the present from aspectual function. The sentences below shows the 
non – past tense in Igikuria. There is no overt morpheme marker for the present tense 
The verb “nkoragera” undergoes three movements first from the base position of the VP to 
the TNS head to feature check for the present tense, then it moves to the AGR head to feature 
check for the agreement with the subject and finally moves to the FOC. Head to check for the 
right focus. The aspect ‘are’ undergoes one movement from spec VP base position to the 
aspect head to check for the right aspect. John undergoes two movements from the spec VP 
to the spec AGRS P to check for the right agreement and finally to the spec FOC. P, for the 
right focus. 
 

3)  Thatha n –ko – θ-rug – a – are 
Mother-Foc  - AGRs -θ -eat – fv – Asp. 
‘Mother is cooking’ (right now) 
 

a) Creation of Heads 
The tense head is not created because there is no morpheme marker for tense hence the use 
of the zero morph. In structure building, a primary principle of the MP is the formation of 
heads where only visibly marked morphemes are moved for feature checking in positions that 
are checking domains. Verb features are all checked for elimination since the MP does not 
allow morphological features that are not licensed. This is to meet the requirements of the 
Principle of Full Interpretation and the Principle of Economy .The ASP head is created to take 
care of the  aspect are that is used .AGRs head is created to take care of the agreement. The 
morpho-syntactic nature of the MP allows inflectional properties to be accorded to the verbs 
and nouns in the lexicon.  
 
b) The Movements 
The verb “nkoruga” undergoes two movements, first from the base position of the VP to the 
AGRs  head to feature check for the right agreement, then to the FOC head for the right focus.  
Then ‘are’ undergoes one movement from the VP position to the aspect head to feature check 
for  
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the right aspect.  The noun ‘Mother’ moves twice from the spec VP to the spec under AGRsP 
to feature check for the right agreement then to the Spec under FOC. P  to feature check for 
the right focus. 
 
The Future 
The non past in the future implies that an action/event is yet to take place. According to 
Comrie (1985:36) non past tense in the future is…“Location of the situation after the present 
moment.” The Igikuria language distinguishes two categories of future tense; the immediate 
future and the distant future. The auxiliary narayi is used for immediate future while nariya 
is used for distant future. In the verb complex the morpheme –re- marks future tense whereby 
low tone on the syllables bring out immediate future while high tone on the syllables bring 
out distant future 
5.3 The immediate future 
In Igikuria language, immediate future means that events will occur a few moments from now. 
The auxiliary form ‘narayi’ which means is going/will is introduced as a separate auxiliary. 
‘narayi’ comes before the verb complex. According to the procrastination principle of the 
Minimalist Program there will be need to create a head for ‘narayi’ under modal auxiliaries in 
order to capture it in the sentence structure  .In using the  morpheme marker –ra-, however 
,the intonation pattern differentiates the immediate future from distant future. In the 
immediate future low tones are used on the syllables as shown on sentence (41b) below. 
. The sentence below shows how this would be captured in the Minimalist Program in a case 
where narayi is used. 
 

4)   John narayi ko – rager – a  
John Mod - AGRs -eat – fv  
‘John is going to/will eat’ (immediate future) 

a) Creation of Heads 
The tense head is not created because there is no morpheme marker for tense however the 
Mod. Head is created to capture the auxiliary narayi in structure building; the primary 
principle of the MP is the formation of heads where only visibly marked morphemes are 
moved for feature checking in positions that are checking domains. Verb features are all 
checked for elimination since the MP does not allow morphological features that are not 
licensed. The AGRs head is also created to take care of the agreement. Spec heads are created 
under VP and Mod phrase to take care of the noun phrase (John). 

 
b) The Movements 
The verb “koragera” undergoes one movement, first from the VP base position to the AGRs 
head to feature check for the right agreement. The modal auxiliary marker of the immediate 
future tense ‘narayi’ undergoes one movement from the VP position to Mod head to feature 
check for the right future tense (immediate future). The noun John undergoes one movement 
from the Spec VP base position to Spec Mod. p to  feature check for the agreement. it should 
also be noted that  Mod head has been created instead of Aux head because in the Minimalist 
Program, the Aux no longer exists and even INFL no longer exists (Pollock, 1989). 
A part from using auxiliary to express immediate future, Igikuria language also uses 
morpheme marker –ra- to express future tense  ‘A language may have a grammatical category 
that expresses time reference in which case we say a language has tense . Many languages 
lack tense i.e. do not  
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have grammaticalised time reference though probably all languages can lexicalize time  
reference’ (Comrie, 1976:6). The Igikuria language has the ability to lexicalize tense i.e. using 
the auxiliary it can also grammaticalise tense using the morpheme marker –ra-, however, the 
tone pattern differentiates the immediate future from distant future. In the immediate future 
low tones are used on the syllables as shown below.  

 5)    Mary n-a-ra-cheser-e 
 Mary Foc-AGRs-TNS-play -fv 
‘Mary will play’ (immediate future) 
 

a) Creation of Heads 
In this case the FOC. Head is created to feature check for the right focus the tense head has 
to be created where the verb root has to be checked by the abstract features, AGRs and TNS. 
The TON head is created because there is use of morphological tone that gives the immediate 
future tense. The morpho-syntactic nature of the MP allows inflectional properties to be 
accorded to the verbs and nouns in the lexicon.  
 
b) The Movements 
The verb “Narachesere” undergoes three movements from the base position of the VP to the 
TNS head to feature check for the right tense, then to the AGRs head to check for the right 
agreement with the subject and finally to the focus head to check for the right focus, tone 
head is also created to check for the right tone for the immediate future tense .Mary 
undergoes two movements from spec in VP position to the spec in the AGRs P to check for the 
agreement and finally to the spec under FOC. P. 
5.4 The distant future  
The Igikuria language has a distant future tense. This indicates that events will take place 
within one week and goes into the infinite future. In Igikuria the distant future is marked by 
introduction of ‘nariya’ which differentiates this tense from immediate future. According to 
the Minimalist  
Program there will be need to create a Mood head so as to present its movement, the distant  
future Mod. Comes before the verb complex and it’s not a prefix of the verb. .In using the 
morpheme marker –ra-, however, the intonation pattern differentiates the immediate future 
from distant future. In the distant future high tones are used on the syllables as shown on 
sentence sentence below indicates how the distant future is illustrated in the Minimalist 
Program when nariya is used. 

      6) John nariya ko - rager – a  
John Mod-AGRs – eat – fv  

                                    ‘John is going to/will eat’ (distant future) 
 
a) Creation of Heads 
The tense head is not created because there is no morpheme marker for tense however the 
Mod. Head is created to capture the auxiliary nariya in structure building; the primary 
principle of the MP is the formation of heads where only visibly marked morphemes are 
moved for feature checking in positions that are checking domains. Verb features are all 
checked for elimination since the MP does not allow morphological features that are not 
licensed. The AGRs head is also created to take care of the agreement. Spec heads are created 
under VP and Mod phrase to take care of the noun phrase (John). 
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b) The Movements 
The verb “koragera” undergoes one movement, first from the VP base position to the AGRs 
head to feature check for the right agreement. The modal auxiliary marker of the distant 
future tense  
‘nariya’ undergoes one movement from the VP position to Mod head to feature check for the 
right future tense (distant future). The noun John undergoes one movement from the Spec 
VP base position to Spec Mod. p to  feature check for the agreement. it should also be noted 
that  Mod head has been created instead of Aux head because in the Minimalist Program, the 
Aux no longer exists and even INFL no longer exists (Pollock: 1989). 
A part from using auxiliary to express distant future, Igikuria language also uses morpheme 
marker –ra- to express distant future. In the distant future high tones are used on the syllables 
as shown below.  
 7 )    Mary n-a-ra-cheser-e 

 Mary Foc-AGRs-TNS-play -fv 
‘Mary will play' (distant future) 
 

a) Creation of Heads 
In this case the FOC. Head is created to feature check for the right focus the tense head has 
to be created where the verb root has to be checked by the abstract features, AGRs and TNS. 
The TON head is created because there is use of morphological tone that gives the distant 
future tense. The morpho-syntactic nature of the MP allows inflectional properties to be 
accorded to the verbs and nouns in the lexicon.  
 
b) The Movements 
The verb “Narachesere” undergoes three movements from the base position of the VP to the 
TNS head to feature check for the right tense, then to the AGRs head to check for the right 
agreement with the subject and finally to the focus head to check for the right focus, tone 
head is also created to check for the right tone for the distant future tense .Mary undergoes 
two movements from spec in VP position to the spec in the AGRs P to check for the agreement 
and finally to the spec under FOC. P.   
 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, this study reveals that the Igikuria tense is divided into past and non past. The 
past is further divided into immediate past, recent past and distant past. The non past is 
divided into present and future. The future is further divided into immediate future and 
distant future. The distinction amongst immediate past, recent past and the distant past is 
based on the tone patterns. The present tense in Igikuria indicates the co-occurrence of 
aspect and tense. The distant future is marked by auxiliary ‘nariya’ while the immediate future 
is marked by auxiliary ‘narayi’. The morpheme –ra- can also be used to mark future tense 
while tone differentiates between immediate future and distant future. The Minimalist 
Program takes care of  the Igikuria tense for instance the morpheme markers re and ra 
prompts the creation of heads. The features of the verbs also are raised to check for the 
features of the verb complex. The tense that does not have overt morpheme markers e.g. the 
present tense does not allow for creation of the head since the principle of economy does not 
allow unnecessary heads.  The following diagram shows the summary of Igikuria tenses. 
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Distant past  Recent past Immediate past 

John n –  – – –  

John ate  

John n –  – – –  

John ate  

John n –  – – –  

John ate  

The Present   

The present   Immediate future  Distant future  

John n – ku –rager –a – are  
John eating (right now) 

John narayi ko – rager –a  
(John is going /will eat) 
 Mary n-a-ra-cheser-e 
(Mary will play) 
 
 

John nariya ko – rager –a  
(John is going /will eat) 
Mary n-a-ra-cheser-e 
(Mary will play) 

 
References 
App1eby, L. L. (1961). A First Luyia Grammar. Dar es Salaam, Nairobi, Kampala: East Africa 

Literature Bureau. 
Austen, C. L. (1974a).“Anatomy of the Tonal System of a Bantu Language” Studies in 

AfricanLinguistics. 5: 21 -34. 
Baybee, J. L. (1985) Morphology:Astudy Of The Relation Between Meaning And Form. 

Amsterdam/Philadelphia:John Benjamins publishing  Company 
Bosire, B. M. (1993) Ekegusii:A comparative Study Of Rogoro And Maate Dialects.Unpublished 

M.A Disssertation .University Of Nairobi. 
Chomsky, N. (1993).Aminimalist  Program For Linguistic Theory. In Occasional papers in 

linguistics in Hale,K and Keyser,S.J.eds. The Views From Building  20 Essays In  linguistics 
In Honors Of Sylvan Bromberger.Cambridge,Mass:MIT 

Chomsk, N. (1995). The Minimalist Program. Current Studies in Linguistics 28. Cambridge. 
Mass:MIT  Press. 

Chomsky, N. (1981). Lectures on Government and Binding. New York:Monten de Gruyter. 
Chomsky, N. (1982). Some Concepts and Consequences of the Theory of Government And 

Binding. Linguistics Inquiry Monographs 6. Cambridge,Mass:MIT Press. 
Comrie, B. (1985). Tense. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Comrie, B. (1989). Language Universals And Linguistic Typology: Syntax And 

Morphology.Cambridge:Blackwell. 
Cook, V., and Newson, M. (1988). Chomsky’s Universal Grammar. An Introduction 2nd  Ed. 

Oxford:Blackwell publishers. 
Crystal, D. (1997) A Dictionary Of Linguistics And Phonetics 4th Ed. Oxford: Blackwell 

Publishers. 
Dahl, O.  (1985). Tense and Aspect Systems. Oxford: Basil Blackwell. 
Doke, C. (1935). Bantu Linguistic Terminology. London: Longmans, Green and Company. 
Gachomo, H. N. (2004). Tense, aspect and mood – morph syntactic verb inflections in kikuyu. 

Unpublished M.A. Dissertation: U.O.N. 
Gesare, H. L. (1992) A morphological Typology Of Ekegusii In A structure 

Framework.Unpublished M.A.Dissertation.University Of Nairobi. 
Givon, T. (2001). Syntax. Volume 1. John Benjamin Co. 
Givon, T. (1984) Syntax:Afunctional Typolgical Introduction.Philadelphia:John Benjamins 

publishing company 



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ACADEMIC RESEARCH IN PROGRESSIVE EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT  
Vol. 4 , No. 4, 2015, E-ISSN: 2226-6348 © 2015 

58 
 

Gleason, H. A. (1965). Linguistics and English Grammar.  Holt. Rinehart and 
Guthrie, M. (1967). The Classification of Bantu Languages: Dawsons of Pall Mall 
Haegeman, L. (1994). Introduction to Government and Binding (2nd Ed). Oxford: Blackwell 

Publishers Limited. 
Kanyoro, R. A. (1983). Unity in Diversity. A Linguistic Survey of the Abaluyia of Western Kenya. 

Be It Rage 71.Jr Afrikanistick, Band 20. 
Katamba, F. (1993). Morphology. J.W. Spear and Son PLC, Enfield EN3 7TB. 
Kaviti, L. (2004). A Minimalist Perspective of the Principles and Parameters in Kikamba 

Morpho-syntax. Unpublished P.H.D. Dissertation: U.O.N. 
Key, M., and Bosire, M. (2003). Leftward High Tone Spread and Down step in Nyore. Albany: 

University of New York. 
Lyons, J. (1968). Introduction to Theoretical Linguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 
Malanda, M. S. (2005). A Synchronic Study of the Mayor Phonological Processes of the Lunyore 

and Lutachoni Dialects of Luyia Consonantal Systems. Unpublished M.A. Dissertation: 
U.O.N. 

Mbugua, E. M. (2008). Tense and Aspect in Samburu: A Minimalist Approach. Unpublished 
M.A. Dissertation: U.O.N. 

Mchombo, S. (1999). Argument Structure and Verbal Morphology in Chichewa. Malawian 
Journal of Linguistics No. 2. (1999). University of Malawi. 

Nzioka, N. A. (2007). A Minimalist Analysis of Kikamba Tense and Aspect. Unpublished M.A. 
Dissertation: U.O.N. 

Odero, E. O. (2008). Tense and Aspect in Ekegusii. A Minimalist Analysis. Unpublished M.A. 
Dissertation: U.O.N. 

Osinde, K. N. (1988). A morphophonology of Ekegusii. Unpublished M.A. Dissertation 
university of Nairobi. 

Osogo, J. (1966). A History of the Baluhya.” Nairobi: Oxford University Press.  
Pike, K. L. (1967)   Tone languages: A technique for determining the number and type of pitch 

contrasts in a language, with studies in tonemic  substitution, and fusion .Ann Arbor: 
The 4university of Michigan press. 

Pollock, S. J. (1989). Verb Movement. Universal Grammar and the structure of IP in Linguistic 
Inquiry 20; 365-424. 

Radford, A. (1997). Syntactic Theory and the Structure of English: A Minimalist Approach. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

Saeed, J. (1997). Semantics. Oxford: Blackwell. 
Schroeder, H. (2002). Word Order in Toposa: An aspect of Multiple Feature Checking. 

Unpublished P.H.D. Dissertation: U.O.N.  
Su1tan, A. (2009). Tense and Aspect in Standard Arabic: A Minimalist Approach, Unpublished 

M.A. Dissertation: U.O.N. 
Webelhuth, G. (1995) Government and binding theory and the minimalist program. Oxford, 

UK And Cambridge USA: Blackwell. 
 
 


