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Abstract

Agriculture will always remain as an important industry since it is linked to food security and
economic stability of a nation. However, the sector’s contribution to gross domestic product
of many nations has been at a snail’'s pace. To overcome this malaise, youth need to be
engaged in the agriculture sector. The aim of this study is to determine the socio-demographic
factors that influence youth behavioural intention to participate in the agriculture sector. This
is a quantitative study and the data was collected from 488 youth majoring in agriculture and
studying in local institutions in Malaysia. The study identified that the majority of the youth
possess a high behavioural intention towards agriculture. Further analysis revealed that there
were significant differences in behavioural intention for gender and location. Some
recommendations are put forward to further boost youth participation in agriculture.
Keywords: Socio-Demographic Differences, Agriculture, Behavioural Intention, Career,
Youth

Introduction

The sustainability of the agriculture sector is undoubtedly dependable greatly on the
involvement of youth as the force to boost the productivity of the agriculture sector.
However, recent data draws a bleak picture as Paisley (2013) argues that currently, the
younger generations are unwilling to involve in agriculture and consequently their interests
in making agriculture as a field of profession is diminishing. As a result, in many countries,
today agriculture is predominantly a sector that is monopolized by the ageing population.

Malaysia achieved independence in 1957 and soon after achieving independence the
agriculture sector was the engine of growth for the nations’ economy. There were ample
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natural resources and unutilized land and this was a great blessing for the country to prosper
economically based on the production of primary commodities. Many of the citizens then
regarded agriculture as the source of living and the country was thriving in the agriculture
sector and had become world’s top producers of rubber and palm oil. Besides, many local
commodity conglomerates emerged and contributed extensively to the development of the
agriculture sector. Meanwhile, smallholders were the major players for crops such as rice,
fruits, and vegetables.

Soon industrialization began to play a major role in the Malaysian economy and
consequently as years passed by, with the advent of the global race of industrialization and
the implementation of the Export-Oriented Industrial Strategy saw the rise of the
manufacturing industry with the focus on electronics and textiles. This caused the agriculture
sector to lag behind as employment was focused on manufacturing industry. The statistics in
2017 show that the manufacturing sector generated RM1.27 trillion involving 2.2 million
individuals in the country, while the agriculture sector made RM96 billion in revenue with the
involvement of 835,974 persons (DOSM, 2020). Meanwhile, in terms of employment in
agriculture, Figure 1 clearly shows that the number had been dwindling from 1991 to 2019
with agriculture being predominantly controlled by the adult group.

Malaysia - Employment in agriculture
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Figure 1: Data on Malaysia Employment in Agriculture

Undoubtedly, Malaysia realizes the importance of agriculture for food consumption
and security and the outlook for the agriculture sector for the next decade appears promising
despite global challenges. The formation of two ministries, the Ministry of Agriculture and
Agro-based Industry and the Ministry of Primary Industries, is a clear indication on the
seriousness of the Malaysian government to boost progressive agriculture transformation. As
a result, between April and June 2019, the agricultural sector contributed 4.2% to the total
economy as revenue and this is seen as positive.
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To ensure the sustainability of the agriculture sector, youth should be playing a
prominent role. In Malaysia, based on the amendment to the Youth Societies and Youth
Development Act (Amendment) 2019 (Act 668), youth is defined as a person aged between
the ages of 15 to 30 years old (NST, 2019). Adenan et al. (2015) state that in Malaysia, the
youth represents a total of 43.8% of the population and out of this less than 20% are involved
in jobs related to agriculture. This is an alarming figure and surely more concrete efforts are
needed to encourage our youth to make agriculture as the career of choice. Various reasons
have been identified such as negative perception of the younger generation on the
agricultural activities especially traditional farming is an unattractive proposition. This is
further contributed to the ways in which agriculture has been practiced by the older
generation so agriculture reflects a poor social status and as a result youth seek seemingly
better alternatives in other sectors. Besides, researchers also identified that youth have a
negative attitude towards agriculture (D’Silva et. al, 2010). However, on the contrary to the
findings of previous studies, result of a study conducted in by Man (2008) showed that
although Malaysian youth have a negative attitude towards agriculture they believe
agriculture can generate a good income.

Undoubtedly, more studies need to be carried out to identify the behavioural
intention of youth to make agriculture as their career. Behavioural intention of individuals as
depicted in the Theory of Planned Behaviour and the Theory of Reasoned Action is defined as
a person's perceived likelihood or “subjective probability that he or she will engage in a given
behaviour”. Socio-demographic differences could play a significant role in determining
youth’s engagement in the agriculture sector (Veettil et al., 2020; Ball, 2020; Kvartiuk et al.,
2020). Specifically, past studies have shown the influence of gender and location on
behavioural intention Therefore, this study aims to investigate the socio-demographic
differences on youth behavioural intention to engage in agriculture as their career choice.

Methodology

This study employed a quantitative methodology involving 488 youth aged 19-25
years representing five zones in Malaysia, namely, northern, centre, southern, east-coast and
Borneo. The items for the behavioural intention dimension was derived from studies done by
Wijerathna et al. (2015) and it constitutes eight items based on a five-point Likert scale.
Among the items are as follows: (i) | prefer to be involved in the agricultural sector rather than
in other sectors, (ii) My professional goal is to get involved in jobs related to the agricultural
sector, (iii) | have a very serious intention to venture into the agriculture sector, (iv) | am
willing to do anything to venture into the agriculture sector. The Cronbach alpha obtained
was .948 indicating that the items are reliable. The data collection was completed within one
month involving students attached to agriculture institutions. Data analysis was carried out
using the SPSS software.

Results and Discussion

Table 1 shows the behavioural intention of youth to engage in the agriculture industry.
The mean score obtained was 3.92 (SD=.78). Accordingly, in Table 2, there is a breakdown
based on the category of low, moderate and high. The results revealed that 65.8% of the
youth are at the high level followed by 30.5% at the moderate level. Around 3.7% of the youth
are at the low level.
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Table 1

Mean Value of Behavioural Intention
Descriptive Statistics

N

Mean

Std. Deviation

Bl
Valid N (listwise)

488
488

3.9216

.77888

Table 2

Behavioural Intention Based on Category

Bl Category

Cumulative
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent
Valid Low 18 3.7 3.7 3.7
Moderate 149 30.5 30.5 34.2
High 321 65.8 65.8 100.0
Total 488 100.0 100.0

An independent sample t-test was carried out to determine whether there is a
significant difference in behavioural intention between male and female youth. The results,
as in Table 3, depict that in terms of descriptive statistics, the mean scores obtained by the
male respondents were higher compared to the female students. Further analysis as in Table
4 showed that the p-value obtained was less than the alpha value set at .05. This means there
is a significant difference in the behavioural intention to engage in agriculture industry
between male and female youth. Similar results were also obtained by Yu and Wang (2018)

that carried out a study among university students in Taiwan.

Table 3

Mean Values on Behavioural Intention for Male and Female

Group Statistics

Std. Error
gender N Mean Std. Deviation Mean
Bl male 208 4.1683 .67012 .04646
female 280 3.7384 .80418 .04806
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Table 4
Independent Sample Test on Behavioural Intention between Male and Female
Independent Samples Test
Levene's Test for Equality of
Variances ttest for Equalty of Means
95% Confidence Interval of the
Mean Std. Ermor Difference
F Sig. t df | Sig.(2taled) | Difference | Difference Lower Upper
Bl i
Equalvariances 4158 w | 6w | 4o 00 42988 06865 20498 56477
assumed
Equalvariances no 6431 | 479581 00 42988 06685 2085 %123
assumed

Another test was carried to determine whether location had a difference in
behavioural intention of youth to engage in agricultural industry. The descriptive statistics
show that youth coming from rural location have a greater mean score compared to the urban
youth (Table 5). Consequently, the inferential statistics based on the independent samples t-
test displayed that the differences are significant as in Table 6. The results indicate that to a
certain degree the growth of the agricultural sector is very much aligned to the youth
originating from rural areas. This is in line with a recent study carried out by Thangadurai et
al. (2020) that identified young farming communities in rural districts like Dharmapuri were
more inclined towards farming and consequently it increased their livelihoods as well as
health.

Table 5
Mean Values on Behavioural Intention for Urban and Rural Location

Group Statistics

Std. Error
Permenant Residence N Mean Std. Deviation Mean
BI urban 235 3.8601 77058 .05027
rural 253 3.9788 78370 .04927
Table 6
Independent Sample Test on Behavioural Intention between Urban and Rural Location
Independent Samples Test
Levene's Test for Equalityof
\ariances test for Equalty of Means
95% Confidence Infenval ofthe
Mean Std.Error Diference
F Sg t o | Sig.(daied) | Diference | Diference |  Lower Upper
Bl '
Eoaharantes 1t | oA | L L o | -2 o
assumed
Equalaranes o A% | 484421 Ll L o |25 1965
assumed
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Another interesting item posed to the respondents was the choice of the sector that
they would prefer to be in as future employment. The results show that 53.1% of the
respondents preferred to work in the government sector followed by 26.6% as self-employed.
Around 20.3% of the respondents are keen to work in the private sector. The present study
indicated that the government’s efforts in creating awareness among youth to be
entrepreneurs are gaining positive momentum. Thus, agriculture educators need to continue
to equip their students with entrepreneurial skills and provide positive experiences so that
these youth would eventually become agriculture job-creators instead of job-seekers.

Table 7
Youth Future Employment

Future employment

Cumulative
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Percent
Valid government 259 53.1 53.1 53.1
private 99 20.3 20.3 73.4
self-employed 130 26.6 26.6 100.0
Total 488 100.0 100.0
Conclusion

This study provides an in-depth understanding of youth behavioural intention to
engage in the agricultural industry. Based on the results, the study has shown that the
behavioural intention among youth to engage themselves in agricultural industry is high.
What might be needed now would be to have more labour-saving technologies to boost the
agriculture sector. Moreover, the study depicts that the agriculture sector is very much
aligned to male and rural youth. It is recommended that future studies could be carried out
to identify how the agriculture sector could adopt new technologies as this is vital to attract
youth participation in the agriculture sector and to overcome the heavy reliance on
undocumented workers.
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