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Abstract

The recent production of feature films in Malaysia has shown positive development in terms
of cinemas collection. However, there are some of the feature films made per year that fail
on cinemas collection due to poor film script that does not meet the expectation of the local
audience. There are a few good film scripts that is also not successful on cinemas. The
importance of the research on script writing quality issues is necessary to find a solution to
bring Malaysia films to a higher level and international level. The main findings of this study
will unravel the reasons why this is still happening when the quality of some of the film scripts
is very good. This is due to the acceptance of film audience in Malaysia who are given less
exposure to the aesthetics of a film artwork in general. Therefore, successful films in Malaysia
are more of mere entertainment and films are not considered as a medium that can change
the ideology of a society. The research method used is qualitative through interviews with the
director and scriptwriter of KL Vampires (2019) film and descriptive secondary data through
articles and books. Studies on feature film scriptwriting in Malaysia in the future should focus
more on issues on how history, culture and heritage can be preserved through film with
quality film scriptwriting.
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Introduction

The advent of advanced technology in global filmmaking to some extent influenced the
Malaysia film industry to keep pace with the global progress mainly in Southeast Asia.
Although the country's film industry is progressing, especially in terms of editing and revenues
collection, the film industry is still facing various problems. There are some great films that
have a good storytelling plot but failed on the revenues collection. Malaysia film industry high
collection films are dependent on the popularity of actors, directors, and producers. The film
KL Vampires (2019) is one of the less popular local films in Malaysia (Gempak, 2019).
Therefore, this article emphasize on low revenues collection that have quality from the aspect
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of script writing. KL Vampires (2019) cinema collection from the information obtained from
the main informants, Daven Raghavan (Film Director)/Nazri M. Annuar (Script Writer) was less
than RM 100,000 and Astro First's collection was only RM 250,000. Based on this low
collection, are there any issues that interfere with quality in script writing even though KL
Vampires (2019) received several compliments on the script mainly that express their
appreciation on the Raja Bersiong old Malay folklore, The Vampire King.

Script writing is very important because the writer needs to ensure that the work is
quality and acceptable to the audiences. Researchers agree that producing quality feature
film script is not a very easy thing compared to writing a literary work. The script writer needs
to move the prose into the form of dialogue and imagine each visual element that wants to
be highlighted in the screenplay (Latifah, 2016). However, quality film scripts can be beneficial
in practice and can help change the standard of script writing to a higher level. In this article,
the researchers will examine the problem of lack of quality script i.e. undeveloped story idea,
profit or pleasure rather than producing a good story quality, script filled with non -universal
conflict, audience lack of understanding in film narrative value and wrong script visualization
by the film directors and actors. This problem has contributed to the lack of quality scripts in
Malaysia. So, the researchers gave the view that the problem needs to be solved to help the
film script writers in preparing to generate quality script. The researcher hopes through this
article, to be able to open mind and space for scriptwriters to maintain quality in script writing
and work is valued.

Analysis and Discussion

This study was conducted to clarify the research questions regarding the problem of lack of
quality scripts in films in Malaysia, the role of writers in producing quality scripts and the
importance of quality script writing values. Analysis and discussion of the study will link
correlations with theory, past studies, and information results from interviews. Each analysis
performed by the researcher facilitates to understand the details of the study and identify
each issue raised.

Feature Film Scripts in Malaysia Lack of Quality (The Problem in KL Vampire Film Script)
Overall, informants say that script quality is very important in the film world. Through
interviews, informants said there were various problems they received throughout their
service in the film industry. This problem stems from a variety of factors that can affect the
quality of a film script. Among the problems they received were weakness in terms of acting
skills and acting according to the characteristics of the characters.

Weak problems in terms of acting skills can have an impact on a film. The process of
acting involves an individual skill such as an act or action defined in Gage’s Canadian
Dictionary. These will act to bring the character to explore the interpretation of life and
become someone else for a while (Cameron, 2020). This process is an actor's skill that needs
to be applied in order for the character to succeed and to be able to provide understanding
to the audience. Being an actor is not an easy task as they need to express skills through
various behaviours such as feelings, speech, use of body language and provoking facial
reactions. If the acting skills are lacking it will show the weakness of the actor to recognize the
characters in the script. The weakness affects the quality of the scripts because they are not
able to make the interpretation of the characters and the depiction of the movement of the
story formed by the script writer. An actor’s skill is an act of delivery that needs to be realistic
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or look real to illustrate the entire content of the story. Therefore, every film release, the
production team is encouraged to hold a casting to see the situation and find the right actor
to bring the required character. Based on informants, the selection of actors is difficult on
some specific characters. At the casting event there were actors who lacked depth of feeling
and did not understand the characters needed in the script. They just came to the event to
try their luck. However, there are also some actors who almost animate the character but
they fail to stand out. The researcher’s argument is that when doing the casting, they can see
broadly in terms of the shortcomings in each character. Therefore, the script writers had to
find a solution by changing their script to look suitable for the actor. If the acting skills are
less, of course the quality of the script will be less because it is not in line with the character
delivery. Each character in the script depicts a visual in a screenplay (Mcgibbon, 2014). So,
every actor needs to maintain the visuals in the script to the screenplay in order to highlight
the appeal and quality of the script writing.

At the casting selection event of KL Vampire film, actors have the equipment in terms
of appearance and ability to bring a fighting scene on a particular character according to the
depiction in the script. However, acting skills are lacking and many scenes do not reach the
audience. This lack of skill has disturbed the tone in the dialogue. The tone of the actor
determines the audio picture, the type of dialogue and the visuals of the characters for a film.
Although the tone can be edited, but it can affect the actors and the film. The change will not
look like the real situation and will only bring down the reputation of the actor. The visuals
formed by the scriptwriter will also not reach the screenplay. Mcgibbon’s (2014) theory,
dialogue is a depiction of the visual form of a script before it becomes a complete film.
Reviews of the researchers, the character who casts the dialogue will determine the delivery
of the quality script or vice versa. This is because it is the dialogue that will form a complete
story through feelings, understanding and explanation of the situation.

The problem, lack of quality in film script is also related to following audience’s tastes
of the story and the characters. Humans are beings who have minds so they are easily
influenced by the environment. Similarly in the field of film industry, the audience is easily
influenced by the produced film works so that everyone has a different taste of the story.
Researcher’s argument, KL Vampire film has its own fans. Still, the audience citations don’t
determine the quality of a story or the overall feature film. The quality factor has many
branches in the feature film e.g. Screenplay, Cinematography, Production Design, Editing,
Acting and Directing that compliment each other to bring out the best visual derived from the
film script.

The choice of film depends on the desire of the audience as the right of the customer
to watch the film or vice versa. There is an analysis of a study by Zhu (2019), saying a film is
good and bad depending on the evaluation or choice of the audience. The researcher Zhu
found a shortcoming in his study because the audience selection caused the script quality to
decrease in Malaysia. They stipulate that only the audience is the recipient of film mass
communication. Such a perception only causes the factor of lack of quality script writing work
and artistic elements difficult to be appreciated. Based on the interviews, it was found that
the informants were satisfied with the quality of local film script writing. However, the
problem on the lack of quality script is in terms of the tastes of the audience which differ from
the needs of the script. In Malaysia, scriptwriters and producers need to look at the tastes of
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the audience and the types of stories they can watch. The researcher’s argument, the film
industry establishes that audience tastes determine the success of revenues collection and
film was treated as entertainment item solely not because of the narrative artistic value of
the story. This explains that the audience is limiting the quality of local film script writing.
Script writers ideas are also limited to producing quality work because their tastes are the
same thing and don’t change. In this section, the researcher can see that the development to
advance in script writing is quite difficult because the film script must be determined through
the tastes of the audience. This factor causes the problem of the poor quality script that the
writing work is not appreciated by the audience because it is not open to understand the
narrative artistic value of the film.

The Role of The Script Writer in Producing a Quality Feature Film Script

The quality of script writing is seen in various forms or roles of writers as they are the ones
who will determine the issue of lack of quality in script writing. When involved in the script
writing process, there will be an expansion of the story to realize the film script in a specific
context. Among the writer’s roles are efficiency, a lot of reading and watching international
movies.

Every individual needs to have a role of competence in themselves to produce quality
work. In the film industry, there will be progress initiatives in producing good works (Kathryn,
2010). The initiative is through discussions that form a series and create the illusion of the
film. Through discussion, they will gain a lot of information about all the scene -by -scene
processes, characters, edits and storyline. On that part, they can correct errors or omissions
in script writing. This competency has clarified a writer’s responsibility in producing quality
scripts and planning new looking work ideas. When competence is not in the self it will give
problems for the writers to face progress. This is because writers are unable to push
themselves to compete in the film industry. The competence of the script writers will reflect
their success in producing good work. It depends on one’s thinking or role in thinking to
advance the film script writing industry.

Quality can result when the scriptwriter has a role with a lot of reading and watching
international films. The film industry is so advanced that there are many competitors between
local and foreign filmmakers. To make progress in the film industry, informants encouraged
change. As an artist, it is necessary to refer and emulate the success of external artists. If this
role is not in the writer, it will give difficulty in building quality writing. When writers read a
lot, they indirectly learn the basics of storytelling, new concepts and ideas. The researcher's
argument, the task of script writing is to share a story that helps the audience understand the
world of scriptwriter design. Without these factors, script writing will be less satisfactory.
Thus, the quality of the story will also not be formed until there is a lack of interesting ideas.
This role can develop new ideas and have the inspiration to create.

Besides to watch international films, the informant suggested that local script writers
need to watch a lot of various genres of international films and understand every detail or
artistic element in the film. In the opinion of researchers, many younger generations prefer
to watch foreign movies than local ones. All films have different uniqueness and appeal.
Therefore, viewers are easily attracted to international films because of their own
unigueness. So, the researchers comment is that the scriptwriter needs to know the elements
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that attract this generation from watching the film. With that observation can give impetus
and help the writer create ideas and create other attractions for the local audience.

The Importance of Quality Values of Scriptwriting in Filmmaking

Every individual action has a value that can bring about the success of a superior human being.
In the field of script writing also need to have certain values to produce quality in the film
work. These values give importance to human beings in shaping human beings in terms of
culture, knowledge, social interaction, creative thinking, emotions, and feelings. According to
Norasiah (2018), every value in a person will not be able to satisfy all parties. The researcher's
argument is undeniable that the values to satisfy all parties are very difficult. This is because
every human being has a different way of life. It depends on the individual who wants to make
a change in themselves. However, the importance of these values is seen as a positive
development to advance the quality of script writing in filmmaking. Among the importance of
values are critical thinking, looking at the world of the environment and exposure to artistic
values.

Critical thinking is a value capable of creating quality film script writing. The film
industry needs a competition of imaginative and creative thinking. Critical thinking means
someone who is involved in evaluating, observing, and developing their skills clearly to create.
If they do not practice critical thinking will give a weak factor in forming a quality script. This
makes thinking skills an element that gives major importance and emphasis in script writing.
This importance greatly helps the writer make an interpretation of the creative ideas on the
script before it becomes a form of blueprint on the film screenplay. According to Tomaric
(2013), if the blueprint is not on the script page, it will not succeed on the cinemas. The
researcher's argument, the blueprint will meet the content of the story, characters, dialogue,
and the situation of the scene to form a complete story. The story will depict the real life of
the story. Thus, each element can help produce different creative skills and give importance
to the quality values of scriptwriting in filmmaking. To come up with interesting ideas, every
human being needs to have the value of critical thinking in a planned manner. It can be done
through thinking, reading, seeing, listening, and writing skills (Peng et al., 2014). The
researcher's argument is to give the importance of lifelong knowledge to individuals to think
critically and creatively in their work. The value of critical thinking is not just for the script
writer alone, the audience can also influence those skills through their understanding of a
film. Based on the KL Vampires film, there are artistic elements that have been highlighted by
the script writer. However, the lack of understanding from the audience has made the script
writing factor fail in quality therefore the film flop in the local cinemas. Therefore, the writer
needs to highlight the structure of the critical elements in the script. This is because the
audience can follow the thinking and give opinions according to the situation, interpretation
of artistic elements and summary of the story appropriately. The importance of these values
can develop creative-minded scriptwriters and motivate the audience. Audiences who
successfully understand the content of the element will appreciate the importance of the
value seen and exemplified.

Seeing and observe the world in different forms and unique environment is also a
value of importance to the script writers to produce an imaginary world logically. Each story
that is formed will have a specific goal that the scriptwriter wants to convey. Thus, the writer
is responsible for building the script, the world, and each character in the script into a
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complete story. Meaning, the writer needs to build the script well so that it doesn’t look fake
and can be accepted by the audience. When they see the world, the environment will be able
to visualize the movement of the story world. The world is an environment that will teach,
guide, and encourage writers in building the value of writing. This gives them an awareness
that each individual has a different way of life. Therefore, writers need to practice those
values to help writers to be in the script. The environment provides a picture of human
experience that conveys a story about oneself, others, or the story of a fictional world (Xu et
al., 2011). The researcher's argument is that this environment can enrich the author's ideas
and experiences. This is because they can see the different types of life stories experienced
by the community. This process will provide impetus to scriptwriters as they tend to
understand ideas, concepts and gather more complex information for their scripts. This value
gives strength to the success of scriptwriter in producing quality work. As a film industry script
writer, it is necessary to open eyes and minds in terms of observations to see the unique world
around them. They need to improve their higher and learning thinking skills and accept the
lives of others as learning to produce film script works as real as possible (even if it is a fiction
narrative). Involved in the creation, the writer needs to have great experience and openness
of mind so that the story looks interesting. The action is again easy for the interested audience
to understand the course of the story. Although the main purpose of storytelling is to convey
a story, but writing is also important to form quality values.

Exposing the value of artistic art in filmmaking can raise the importance of the quality
of script writing. There is no denying that society in Malaysia lacks exposure to the value of
artistic art. The informant's perception of the community in Malaysia is more towards the
world of education than towards the world of art. The researcher's argument is that the
younger generation in school is already applied towards higher education. Therefore, they
are less aware of artistic values whereas in the film there are artistic values that are
highlighted to the audience. In film, artistic art aims at the expression of an artist to highlight
the superiority of sublime creativity. Therefore, every creator will have a goal to produce a
film. Similarly with scriptwriters, they have a mission, goal and a vision of artistic value that
they want to show to the audience through their scripts (Tregde, 2013). The researcher argues
that the writer can show various types of characteristics in script writing to produce a value.
The value of this script can form a complete visual appearance based on the artistic and style
that will be used by the editors. Artistic value can be formed through structure, scene
arrangement, character, or story tension (Yang, 2019). Each of the values highlighted needs
to be real and understood by the audience. However, Malaysians only watch movies just to
entertain and satisfy them. Thus, the emergence of the factor of lack of quality script because
the audience does not know in depth about artistic values. While this value exists to cultivate
the creativity of better writing ideas. In the local film industry, script writers have
endeavoured to produce expressions of thought, material, context, and technique within the
script so that the artistic values reach out to the audience. However, the audience in Malaysia
still does not understand the value of the art. This value needs to be shown to the audience
so that script writing can be the impetus to write a better quality script. This is because writers
want their work to be appreciated and the audience to be able to understand the elements
of art. If they do not understand, then the quality is less produced because it is not in line with
the audience’s understanding of the artistic value element of the script. Therefore, exposure
needs to be done to transform the local film industry. When the audience is exposed to the
importance of artistic value in film it will improve the quality on local film script writing.
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Conclusion

Overall, a study was conducted to look at the issue of scriptwriting quality in the success of a
KL Vampires (2019) film. The findings of the study showed that the script writers were
satisfied with the work of writing the film script. However, the quality is less prominent
because there are various problems that arise so that there is a lack of quality in the script
writing. The results of the study found that the issue of script writing quality did not occur
entirely from the script writer, resulting in poor quality scripts. There are other parties
involved that even dictate the script writer to produce a good quality script. Provision for
change will exist if the scriptwriter and the production team work together to make
improvements to the scriptwriting. The quality of the script has a different understanding
based on the length of experience of the script writer in the film industry. This is because a
quality film consists of various types of branches to complement that quality. However, the
audiences need to be aware that the script is also one of the factors that contributes to the
quality of the film. So, each party needs to work together to complete to one goal to make a
quality film a success. This is an appropriate action in the interest of audiences. The process
can increase the community's understanding of the quality of local film work. In fact, each
value indicates that they have achieved goals and objectives based on the results of pre-
production discussions on the film. They need to always focus on the goals that have been set
to achieve the importance of script writing quality.

The final product delivery of the KL Vampires (2019) story has elements of twists and
turns compared to other films. Although the KL Vampires film collection is less than
satisfactory but the elements highlighted benefit the scriptwriters to get the motivation to
produce better work and new ideas. Situations like this give a feeling to the scriptwriter to
continue to struggle to carry out the responsibilities as a scriptwriter. Although film scripts
have a lack of quality, but they can learn to improve the writing in a better direction and
become a quality work. The progress of script writing will be further developed and
appreciated. The audience should also pay tribute to the scriptwriter. This appreciation is
audience feedback to the success of the scriptwriter. So, the audience should understand
certain stories and messages in more depth than mere entertainment and fun. In Malaysia,
there have been changes in scriptwriting but not to the audience who still find it difficult to
understand an art in film. As a result of the researcher’s observation, this artistry is closely
related to quality to increase the productivity and quality of the film script. If the audience
understands and appreciates the script it can indirectly raise the name of the film with quality
writing. Every study done has significance for readers daring to make changes. Significance is
important in contributing to a particular policy or aspect. Research is done to develop
knowledge in an area of expertise or explore new areas. In this essay, the significance that
can be gained is to make each framework an investment in film script writing. The framework
helps to bring about change in a person to advance oneself in a field especially film script
writing.
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