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Abstract 
This study examines the motivation levels of Al-Quran and As-Sunnah students at Universiti 
Sultan Zainal Abidin (UniSZA) toward the Qiraat subject, a fundamental area of Islamic 
studies. Despite growing interest in Qiraat, many perceive it as challenging due to limited 
exposure, necessitating a deeper understanding of motivational factors. Using a quantitative 
survey of 108 students, analyzed through SPSS, the study found that while students 
demonstrate high motivation in academic commitment and competitive attitudes, a gap in 
self-confidence and reliability (Item 4) highlights an area for improvement. With a Cronbach’s 
Alpha of 0.655 indicating moderate reliability, the findings suggest that targeted 
interventions, such as confidence-building activities, could enhance motivation and 
engagement. Addressing these gaps can foster a more supportive learning environment for 
deeper engagement with Qiraat studies.  
Keyword: Motivation, Qiraat, Al-Quran and Al-Sunnah, Self-confidence, Islamic 
Studies, Educational interventions 
 
Introduction  

Islamic studies at the higher education level play a significant role in shaping students' 
holistic understanding of Islamic teachings. At the Faculty of Contemporary Islamic Studies 
(FKI), Universiti Sultan Zainal Abidin (UniSZA), the knowledge and study of Qiraat are regarded 
not only as academic subjects but also as foundational to Islamic values and ethics. 
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Factors such as student motivation are key aspects in developing a deep 
understanding of the subject of Qiraat. This research aims to analyze how the motivation of 
students in the Center for Al-Quran and Al-Sunnah Studies (AQSA), UniSZA, is closely related 
to their comprehension of the Qiraat subject. Qiraat refers to the science that discusses the 
methods of reciting the words in the Mushaf of the Quran and their practical application. It is 
a branch of Quranic studies that has existed since the time of the Prophet Muhammad and 
has gained increasing attention in Malaysia today. Various institutions at all levels now offer 
courses and programs specializing in Qiraat. 

 
However, there remains a lack of knowledge about Qiraat among certain segments of 

society, leading to efforts to learn it at various levels. The limited exposure to Qiraat has 
resulted in its being perceived as unfamiliar and challenging to practice by the Malaysian 
public (Sumayyah & Abdul Hafiz, 2016). Many are unaware that the commonly practiced 
recitation, following the narration (Riwayat) of Hafs from Asim, is also one of the branches of 
Qiraat. 

 
Literature Review 

The level of motivation among Al-Quran and Al-Sunnah students at Universiti Sultan 
Zainal Abidin (UniSZA) towards the Qiraat subject is a multifaceted issue that intertwines 
psychological, educational, and cultural dimensions. Understanding the motivational factors 
that influence students in this context is crucial for enhancing their learning experiences and 
outcomes. Various studies have highlighted intrinsic and extrinsic motivations as pivotal in 
shaping students' engagement with Quranic studies, particularly in memorization and 
recitation practices. Intrinsic motivation, which refers to engaging in an activity for its 
inherent satisfaction, plays a significant role in the Quranic memorization process. Research 
indicates that students who perceive the act of memorizing the Quran as a form of worship 
or personal fulfillment tend to exhibit higher levels of motivation and commitment to their 
studies (Japeri et al., 2023; Anoum et al., 2022).  

 
For instance, Japeri et al. emphasize that the spiritual rewards associated with Quran 

memorization serve as a powerful motivator for students, driving them to persist in their 
efforts despite challenges (Japeri et al., 2023). Similarly, the findings of Ramli and Salim 
suggest that emotional intelligence correlates positively with Quranic memorization 
achievements, indicating that students with higher emotional awareness are more likely to 
stay motivated (Ramli & Salim, 2020). This intrinsic motivation is often reinforced by 
supportive educational environments that foster a sense of community and shared purpose 
among students (Anoum et al., 2022). Extrinsic motivation, on the other hand, encompasses 
external factors that encourage students to engage in Quranic studies. These can include 
parental expectations, societal norms, and academic incentives. For instance, the role of 
parents in motivating their children to memorize the Quran has been highlighted in various 
studies, demonstrating that parental involvement can significantly enhance students' 
motivation levels (Abdullah et al., 2021; Elvina et al., 2021). Additionally, the integration of 
gamification and technology in Quranic education has been shown to boost motivation by 
making learning more engaging and interactive (Hassan et al., 2022).  

 
The use of applications and online platforms for Quran memorization has been 

particularly effective in maintaining students' interest and motivation during periods of 
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remote learning, such as during the COVID-19 pandemic (Rusdiana, 2021; Yahya et al., 2021). 
Moreover, the teaching methods employed in Quranic education can greatly influence 
students' motivation. Research by Wasehudin et al. indicates that integrating Quranic 
teachings with scientific subjects can help students find relevance in their studies, thereby 
enhancing their motivation (Wasehudin et al., 2022). Similarly, the use of diverse instructional 
strategies, such as collaborative learning and activity-based teaching, has been shown to 
foster a more engaging learning environment that encourages student participation and 
motivation (Dzulkifli et al., 2021; Shukri et al., 2020). The effectiveness of these methods is 
often contingent upon the educators' ability to adapt their teaching styles to meet the diverse 
needs of students, which can further enhance motivation levels (Anoum et al., 2022; Shukri 
et al., 2020). The challenges faced by students in their Quranic studies also play a critical role 
in shaping their motivation. Factors such as learning disabilities, emotional challenges, and 
external distractions can hinder students' ability to engage fully with their studies (Saleh, 
2023; Zulkifli et al., 2022). For instance, research indicates that students with learning 
disabilities may require tailored instructional approaches to enhance their motivation and 
learning outcomes (Zulkifli et al., 2022). Addressing these challenges through supportive 
interventions and personalized learning strategies can help mitigate the negative impact on 
motivation and foster a more conducive learning environment (Saleh, 2023; Zulkifli et al., 
2022).  

 
Furthermore, the cultural context in which students learn the Quran significantly 

influences their motivation. In many Muslim communities, memorizing the Quran is not only 
a religious obligation but also a source of pride and identity. This cultural significance can 
serve as a powerful motivator for students, encouraging them to engage deeply with their 
studies (Abdullah et al., 2021; Kosim et al., 2019). The sense of belonging to a larger 
community of learners and the shared values associated with Quranic education can enhance 
students' intrinsic motivation and commitment to their studies (Japeri et al., 2023; Anoum et 
al., 2022; Abdullah et al., 2021).  

 
In conclusion, the level of motivation among Al-Quran and Al-Sunnah students at 

UniSZA towards the Qiraat subject is shaped by a complex interplay of intrinsic and extrinsic 
factors, teaching methodologies, and cultural influences. Understanding these dynamics is 
essential for educators and policymakers aiming to enhance student engagement and 
achievement in Quranic studies. By fostering an environment that supports both intrinsic and 
extrinsic motivation, educational institutions can significantly improve the learning 
experiences of their students. 
 
Methodology 
Research Design 
This study employs a quantitative approach using a correlational survey design, with 
questionnaires as the primary instrument. The questionnaires were distributed to students 
via Google Forms. The collected data were analyzed using SPSS software to generate 
comprehensive and relevant findings. 
 
Population and Sample of the Study 
The study population consists of undergraduate students enrolled in the Al-Quran and As-
Sunnah program at Universiti Sultan Zainal Abidin (UniSZA). A total of 108 students were 
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randomly selected as the sample, guided by Krejcie & Morgan's table. This sampling ensures 
that the findings can be generalized. A pilot study was conducted to evaluate the validity and 
reliability of the questionnaire using a small sample similar to the primary study respondents. 
Based on the pilot study, the questionnaire was refined to enhance clarity and accuracy. 
 
Data Analysis 
Data were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics, including Pearson Correlation, 
T-tests, and ANOVA, to assess relationships and differences between variables such as 
motivation, learning styles, and discipline. Descriptive statistics summarize data in frequency 
distributions and means, while inferential statistics test hypotheses and identify significant 
differences or relationships. The Cronbach's Alpha coefficient was used to determine the 
instrument's reliability, with values above 0.60 considered acceptable.  
 
Risult and Discussion  
 
Table 1 
Reliability Statistics 
 
 
Cronbach's Alpha 

Cronbach's Alpha Based on 
Standardized 
Items 

 
 
 
 
 
N of Items 

.655 .663 6 

 
Based on Table 1, the Motivation Scale has a Cronbach's Alpha value of 0.655. This indicates 
that the reliability of this scale is moderate. Generally, a Cronbach's Alpha value between 0.6 
and 0.7 is considered acceptable, but there is still room for improvement. 
 
Analysis Of Students' Motivation Level Towards The Qiraat Subject 
The analysis of students' motivation levels towards the Qiraat subject aims to obtain 
quantitative research data. Before delving further into whether the respondents have a high 
level of motivation or otherwise, the following is a descriptive explanation derived from the 
findings of this study 
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Table 2 
Distribution of Respondents Regarding Students' Motivation Levels Towards the 
Bil Item STS TS KP S SS 

   B % B % B % B % B % 

1 I want to achieve 
higher scores than 
other students 

- - 2 1.9 11 10.2 41 38 54 50 

2 I feel embarrassed 
when I do not 
perform well in my 
studies 

 2 1.9 3 2.8 9 8.3 43 39.8 51 47.2 

3 I want to perform 
tasks better than 
other students 

 - - 1 0.9 7 6.5 44 40.7 56 51.9 

4 I am a reliable 
student in the eyes 
of lecturers 

 3 2.8 5 4.6 37 34.3 42 38.9 21 19.4 

5 I enjoy competing 
with other students 
in assignments 

 3 2.8 4 3.7 26 24.1 47 43.5 28 25.9 

6 I demonstrate to 
my lecturers that I 
have tried my best 

 - - 2 1.9 20 18.5 49 45.4 37 34.3 

 
Qiraat Subject 
Based on Table 2, for item 1, respondents who answered “disagree” were 2 individuals (1.9%), 
“uncertain” were 11 individuals (10.2%), “agree” were 41 individuals (38%), and “strongly 
agree” were 54 individuals (50%). There were no respondents who answered, “strongly 
disagree.” For item 2, respondents who answered “strongly disagree” were 2 individuals 
(1.9%), “disagree” were 3 individuals (2.8%), “uncertain” were 9 individuals (8.3%), “agree” 
were 43 individuals (39.8%), and “strongly agree” were 51 individuals (47.2%). For item 3, 
respondents who answered “disagree” were 1 individual (0.9%), “uncertain” were 7 
individuals (6.5%), “agree” were 44 individuals (40.7%), and “strongly agree” were 56 
individuals (51.9%). For item 4, respondents who answered “strongly disagree” were 3 
individuals (2.8%), “disagree” were 5 individuals (4.6%), “uncertain” were 37 individuals 
(34.3%), “agree” were 42 individuals (38.9%), and “strongly agree” were 21 individuals 
(19.4%). For item 5, respondents who answered “strongly disagree” were 3 individuals (2.8%), 
“disagree” were 4 individuals (3.7%), “uncertain” were 26 individuals (24.1%), “agree” were 
47 individuals (43.5%), and “strongly agree” were 28 individuals (25.9%). Finally, for item 6, 
respondents who answered “disagree” were 2 individuals (1.9%), “uncertain” were 20 
individuals (18.5%), “agree” were 49 individuals (45.4%), and “strongly agree” were 37 
individuals (34.3%). 
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Overall, the findings indicate that the level of student motivation towards the Qiraat subject 
is high. A significant majority of students demonstrate a strong commitment to achieving 
good performance, engaging in positive competition, and maintaining their academic image. 
However, there is some uncertainty about self-confidence as dependable students (Item 4), 
which could be an area for improvement. 
 
Conclusion 
The analysis of the Motivation Scale reveals moderate reliability, with a Cronbach's Alpha 
value of 0.655, suggesting that while the scale is acceptable, there is room for refinement to 
enhance its internal consistency. The item-by-item breakdown shows that many students 
exhibit a high level of motivation toward the Qiraat subject. Specifically, most respondents 
agree or strongly agree with statements indicating strong academic commitment, positive 
competitive attitudes, and a focus on maintaining a good academic image. However, a 
notable area for improvement is evident in Item 4, where a higher proportion of respondents 
expressed uncertainty about their self-confidence and reliability as dependable students. This 
suggests a potential gap in students' self-perception, which could affect their overall 
motivation and performance. Addressing this uncertainty through targeted interventions, 
such as confidence-building activities or supportive feedback mechanisms, may further 
enhance student motivation and their learning experience in Qiraat studies. 
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