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Abstract

Culture is a way of life that is developed and shared by a group of people. Culture is formed
from several unique elements including customs, language, works of art, religious and
political systems. Identity is the noble values that are inherent and ingrained in a person, a
people, a tribe and an ethnic group. Recently, many crimes and crimes have occurred, such
as corruption, collusion, nepotism, robbery, murder, rape, sexual violence and various other
deviant behavior. The main cause is because the nation's children have lost their identity with
its noble and holy values. This article aims to explain the relationship between cultural literacy
and student identity. The methodology used is a literature review to reveal the importance of
cultural literacy in forming students' identity. The results of the literature review show that
student identity is closely related to cultural literacy. Understanding and appreciation of
culture greatly influences the formation of a person's identity. Someone who has high cultural
literacy tends to have a good identity and act in accordance with the norms and noble values
that apply in society. On the other hand, someone who has low cultural literacy tends to do
things that are deviant and contrary to norms and noble values. Therefore, cultural literacy is
very important in forming a person's identity so that they act according to the norms and
noble values that apply in society. In the context of cultural literacy education, it can be done
by integrating cultural literacy into the learning curriculum or through school extracurricular
activities. It is recommended that further research be carried out on the application of cultural
literacy in learning at school
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Introduction

Recently, the Indonesian nation has experienced an extraordinary moral crisis. Crimes
and crimes are not only committed by ordinary people, but also by officials who are highly
educated. Look at cases of corruption, collusion and nepotism involving big and highly
educated people. On the other hand, almost every day we hear about incidents of robbery,
murder, sexual violence and various other deviant behavior.
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Moral decline is something that everyone is very worried about. Reports in the mass
media about promiscuous sexual behavior, student brawls over the use of narcotics and illegal
drugs by the younger generation indicate that moral decadence has occurred among the
younger generation. This moral decline is a problem that must be immediately prevented and
addressed, so that the younger generation can be saved. Culture is something that cannot be
separated from people's lives. Culture is considered a value that is needed to regulate daily
behavior and actions. Everyone is encouraged to develop attitudes that are appropriate to
their culture, so that these cultural values become a norm in society (Hamidy, 2015). Cultural
literacy that requires values can be used as a learning tool for students at school. This is very
useful in shaping the character of the younger generation, especially students, so that they
can behave in accordance with the values and norms that apply around their lives.

Concepts and Models of Cultural Literacy

The term cultural literacy was popularized by Hirsch, Jr. in 1987 which he explained in
his book entitled Cultural Literacy: What Every American Needs to Know. Hirsch, Jr.'s concept
of cultural literacy. is based on the industrial era, and consists of conservative, prescriptive
indoctrination, which adheres to a national homogenous culture. Cultural literacy is a way of
looking at social and cultural issues (Segal,2015). Cultural literacy can also be interpreted as a
person's ability to understand, appreciate and engage effectively in the various cultures that
exist in society. This literacy includes knowledge of the customs, values, beliefs, language,
arts, and ways of life of different social groups. With cultural literacy, a person can more easily
adapt, communicate and work together in a multicultural environment.

To give birth to cultural literacy, learning is needed that requires changes in the way
of thinking or mindset of students. This change in mindset often occurs through a social
process where students understand that social and cultural relationships influence their
beliefs and feelings. This is what is called transformational learning. To produce this change
in mindset, other literacy is needed, namely digital literacy. Cultural literacy is manifested in
the form of good communication, being able to interact with people from different cultural
backgrounds in a respectful and effective way. understanding of culture and cross-cultural
competence. Understand the differences and similarities between cultures, including the
traditions, history, and worldviews of various ethnic groups or communities.

This can be seen in the following diagram.
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Tenas Efendy (2013), defines identity as noble values that are inherent and ingrained
in a person, a people, a tribe and an ethnic group. ldentity according to Mohd Yusof Othman
et al (2012), are unique and special traits or characteristics from many aspects such as
customs, language, culture and religion which are central in forming the identity and symbol
of the personality of an individual or a nation. Related to the same opinion, Wan Muhamad
(2010) interprets identity as the self-identity or personality that a person actually has, not just
outwardly visible, but also including the values that they adhere to.

Some people argue that identity is a manifestation of a person's life ideology.
Personality traits can emerge from childhood and can be influenced by several factors such
as environmental and social factors. From the opinions above, it can be concluded that
identity is a picture or identity or characteristic that differentiates a person from other people
or between one group and another group. This identity is embedded in the person's daily life
which makes the person's character or image.

Issues and Problems
Many findings related to cultural literacy cover various aspects related to an
individual's ability to understand, appreciate, and participate in different cultures. The
following describes several issues that often arise in the context of cultural literacy:
1. Lack of multicultural education. In many places, the education system still does not
emphasize the importance of cultural literacy. As a result, many students do not have
a deep understanding of regional cultures other than their own.
2. Gaps in access to information. Some community groups, especially those in remote
areas or minority communities, may have limited access to resources that enable them
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to develop cultural literacy. This includes lack of access to technology, books, and
media from various cultures.

3. The danger of cultural homogenization. Globalization can accelerate cultural
homogenization, where dominant cultures, such as Western culture, dominate and
drown out local or minority cultures. This makes some groups lose their cultural
identity and makes it increasingly difficult to preserve and promote cultural diversity.

4. Discrimination and intolerance. Lack of cultural literacy can strengthen discriminatory
attitudes and intolerance towards cultural differences. For example, prejudice against
certain ethnic or religious groups often arises from a lack of understanding of their
beliefs and practices.

5. The complexity of cultural identity. In the modern world, many individuals have
complex cultural identities, for example the result of a blend of native and home
cultures. Cultural literacy is necessary to understand these dynamics and respect the
plurality of individual identities.

6. Therole of mediain cultural literacy. The media has an important role in shaping public
understanding of different cultures. Unfortunately, cultural representation in the
media is often biased or limited to stereotypes. This hinders increasing people's
cultural literacy.

7. Maintaining local culture. In the midst of globalization, local culture is often
marginalized. Cultural literacy is important to maintain the continuity of local culture,
either through education, policy, or strengthening the role of local communities in
preserving their traditions.

Literature Review

The culture that prevails in society contains good values that can shape the character
and identity of someone who practices them. Therefore, a person's identity is greatly
influenced by understanding the culture that applies in their environment. Rezaee, Farahian,
and Mansooji (2021), found that the group that used multimedia Internet-based extensive
reading was superior to the other two groups in terms of receptive skills. They also have
higher levels of reading motivation. Findings from the qualitative phase indicated that
participants tended to prefer using multimedia materials rather than linear texts, or printed
books.

Saini and Baba (2024), in their research concluded that students' use of multimedia
applications is positively related to their perception of themselves as critical thinkers and their
attitudes towards learning. Uncontrolled globalization has penetrated national culture,
representing local culture in every region from Sabang to Merauke (Tobroni, 2012). This has
an impact on cultural changes in society which have been believed and carried out for
generations (Adib, 2011).

Wankel and Blessinger (2013), discuss the use of various multimodal, multimedia, and
transmedia technologies to create technology-rich learning environments, increasing
motivation, participation, and academic engagement. Increasingly affordable and evolving
digital technologies, along with contemporary learning theories, have changed the way we
teach and learn in the 21st century. Naluwooza et al (2023) The use of Information
Communication Technology (ICT) has a positive and significant impact on student
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engagement and student learning outcomes. Student engagement is moderated in the
relationship between ICT use and student learning outcomes.

Suggestions for Improving Cultural Iteration and Identity

Increasing cultural literacy and identity is an important step to strengthen individual
and community identity and maintain cultural diversity. The following are several efforts that
can be made to increase cultural literacy and identity:

1. Culture-based education. Including educational materials that discuss local values,
customs, traditions and history in the school curriculum. This will make students more
familiar with their culture from an early age. This can also be done in extracurricular
activities in the form of arts, culture, traditions and history

2. Use of digital technology. Create and promote digital platforms (applications,
websites, social media) that provide information about local culture, traditions and
history. Make documentary films or books related to culture.

3. Community activities. Create various cultural-related activities in the school
community such as art performances, exhibitions and others

Conclusion

Literasi Cultural literacy and identity have a close relationship, where understanding
and appreciation of culture greatly influences the formation, maintenance and development
of one's identity. Cultural literacy helps individuals understand the values, norms, traditions,
and practices that shape their identity. When a person better understands their own culture,
they are better able to understand who they are and where they come from. Personal and
social identities are often closely linked to culture of origin, including language, beliefs, and
customs.

On a world level, humans live in a multicultural society. Cultural literacy helps them
understand the various cultures that influence their identity. By understanding diverse
cultures, a person can develop a more complex and flexible identity, one that reflects the
realities of their lives among different cultures. Someone who has high cultural literacy tends
to be more proud of their cultural heritage and more confident in expressing their identity.
So they can be proud of their own culture while respecting other people's cultures which may
be different from theirs.Cultural literacy is not just a person's knowledge of one's own culture
and the culture of others, but what is more important is that cultural literacy must give birth
to a character or identity that is in accordance with applicable cultural values.

References

Mohammad, A. (2011). Filsafat llmu: Ontologi, Epistemologi, Aksiologi, dan Logika limu
Pengetahuan. Yogyakarta: Pustaka Pelajar

Akbar, S., & Sriwiyana, H. (2011). Pengembangan kurikulum dan pembelajaran ilmu
pengetahuan sosial. Cipta Media, Yogyakarta.

Almusanna. (2010). Revitalisasi Kurikulum Muatan Lokal Untuk Pendidikan Karakter Melalui
Evaluasi Responsif. Jurnal Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan. Vol 16 Oktober 2010

Sudijono, A. (2018). Pengantar Satistik Pendidikan. Depok: Rajawali Press

Ansyar, M. (2015). Kurikulum hakikat, fondasi, desain dan pengembangan. Prenadamedia
Group, Jakarta

2255



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ACADEMIC RESEARCH IN BUSINESS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Vol. 14, No. 9, 2024, E-ISSN: 2222-6990 © 2024

Anwar, F. (2022). Kebijakan Merdeka Belajar dan Implikasi Pada Pendidikan Agama Islam
Sebuah Analisis. Jurnal Ar Rahmah. Vol. 1 (1): 37-50.

Atan, A., Indra, Z., & Febtriko, A. (2020). Perancangan Game Berbasis Android Untuk
Memperkenalkan Adat Melayu Riau. Rabit: Jurnal Teknologi Dan Sistem Informasi
Univrab, 5(1), 54-66.

Bagus, M. A., Ahmad, M. A. (2021). Tokoh-Tokoh Teori Belajar Humanistik Dan Urgensinya
Pada Pembelajaran Pendidikan Agama Islam. Journal of Educational Integration and
Development, Vol. 1, (4) : 258 -267

Bashori, B., & Ardinini, A. M. (2021). Kebijakan Kurikulum Muatan Lokal Bahasa Dan Sastra
Minangkabau di Sd/Smp Kota Pariaman Sebagai Upaya Pelestarian Budaya. HIKMAH:
Jurnal Pendidikan Islam

Bower, M. (2017). Technology Affordances and Multimedia Learning Effects. Design of
Technology-Enhanced Learning, Emerald Publishing Limited, Leeds, pp. 65-91.
https://doi.org/10.1108/978-1-78714-182-720171006

Branch, R. M. (2009). Instructional design: The ADDIE approach (Vol. 722). New York: Springer.

Daryanto. (2008). Media Pembelajaran. Yogyakarta: Gava Media

Deliany, N., Hidayat, A., & Nurhayati, Y. (2019). Penerapan multimedia interaktif untuk
meningkatkan pemahaman konsep IPA peserta didik di sekolah dasar. Educare, 90-97.

Fadillah, M. (2017). Aliran Progresivisme dalam Pendidikan di Indonesia. Jurnal Dimensi
Pendidikan dan Pembelajaran. Vol. 5, (1): 17-24.

Fathoni, A., & Surjono, H. D. (2022). Pengembangan Multimedia Pembelajaran Interaktif
Materi Sistem Peredaran Darah untuk Meningkatkan Motivasi Belajar Mahasiswa
PGSD. Khazanah Pendidikan, 16 (2), 130 -142.

Hamid, S. K., Teniwut, W. A., Renhoran, M., & Teniwut, R. M. K. (2021). A novel framework
for marine protected areas in small island regions using integrated local wisdom.
Regional Studies in Marine Science, 45, 101819.

Hirsch, E. D. (1988). Cultural literacy: What every American needs to know. Vintage.

Hofstetter, F. T. (1995). Multimedia literacy. McGraw-Hill, Inc..

Hawkins, P. (2012). Creating a coaching culture: Developing a coaching strategy for your
organization. McGraw-Hill Education (UK).

Barnadib. I. (1990). Filsafat Pendidikan: Sistem dan Metode, Yoyakarta: Andi Offset.

Inayati, U. (2022). Konsep dan Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka pada Pembelajaran Abad-
21 di SD/ML. ICIE: International Conference on Islamic Education, 2, 293—-304.

Kementerian Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan Riset dan Teknologi, (2022). Keputusan Menteri
Pendidikan Riset dan Teknologi Nomor 262 tahun 2023. Jakarta.

Koentjaraningrat. (2000). Manusia dan Kebudayaan Indonesia. Jakarta : Djambatan

Lestari. (2013). Pengembangan bahan ajar berbasis kompetensi : Sesuai dengan kurikulum
tingkat satuan Pendidikan. Jakarta

Marwan. (2017). Muatan Lokal Budaya Melayu Riau Kelas X SMA/SMK/MA, Pondok Gede:
Peniti Media

Mayer, R. E. (2014). Incorporating motivation into multimedia learning. Learning and
instruction, 29, 171-173.

Masgumelar, N. K., & Mustafa, P. S. (2021). Teori belajar konstruktivisme dan implikasinya
dalam pendidikan dan pembelajaran. GHAITSA: Islamic Education Journal, 2(1), 49-57.

Mogashoa, T. (2014). Applicability of constructivist theory in qualitative educational research.
American International Journal of Contemporary Research, 4(7), 51-59.

Mutiani, M. (2018). Literasi Budaya Lokal Sebagai Wahana Edukasi Di Era Milenial.

2256


https://doi.org/10.1108/978-1-78714-182-720171006

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ACADEMIC RESEARCH IN BUSINESS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Vol. 14, No. 9, 2024, E-ISSN: 2222-6990 © 2024

Mubarok, A. A., Aminah, S., Sukamto, S., Suherman, D., & Berlian, U. C. (2021). Landasan
Pengembangan Kurikulum Pendidikan di Indonesia. Jurnal Dirosah Islamiyah, 3(1),
103-125.

Muhibbin, Syah. 2005. Psikologi Pendidikan, Suatu Pendekatan Baru. Bandung: PT Remaja
Rosdakarya.

Munir. (2015). Multimedia: Konsep dan Aplikasi dalam Pendidikan. Bandung: Alfabeta.

Musanna, Al. 2012. Artikulasi pada Guru Berbasis Kearifan Lokal untuk Mempersiapkan Guru
Yang Memiliki Kompetensi Budaya. Jurnal Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan Vol. XVIII No.
11, hal 328-341

Naluwooza, R., Ayeni, F., Langmia, K. and Mbarika, V. (2023), "Fostering learning outcomes in
a non-reading culture at foundational level of education: the role of information
technology and pupil engagement", International Journal of Educational
Management, Vol. 37 No. 3, pp. 558-574. https://doi.org/10.1108/1JEM-03-2022-0111

Noviyanti, lka Nurma. (2019). Kurikulum 2013 Dalam Perspektif Filsafat Pendidikan
Progresivisme. Journal of Mathematics and Mathematics Educations. Vol. 9, (1): 35-
43, https://jurnal.uns.ac.id./jmme. Vol.09, No. 1, Juni 2019. hal: 35-43.

Novianti, R., Copriady, J., & Firdaus, L. N. (2022). Parenting di Era Digital: Telaah Pandangan
Filsafat Progresivisme John Dewey. Jurnal Obsesi: Jurnal Pendidikan Anak Usia Dini,
6(6), 6090-6101.

Nurwiatin, N. (2022). Pengaruh pengembangan kurikulum merdeka belajar dan kesiapan
kepala sekolah terhadap penyesuaian pembelajaran di sekolah. Edusaintek: Jurnal
Pendidikan, Sains Dan Teknologi, 9(2), 472—487.

Nugroho, I. A., & Surjono, H. D. (2019). Pengembangan multimedia pembelajaran interaktif
berbasis video materi sikap cinta tanah air dan peduli lingkungan. Jurnal Inovasi
Teknologi Pendidikan, 6(1), 29-41.

Paul, S. (1997). Filsafat Konstruktivisme dalam  Pendidikan.  Yogyakarta:
KanisiusPermendikbud No 79 tahun 2014 tentang muatan lokal

Pingge, H. D. (2017). Kearifan lokal dan penerapannya di sekolah. Jurnal Edukasi Sumba (JES),
1(2).

Prasetyo, A. R., & Hamami, T. (2020). Prinsip-prinsip dalam Pengembangan Kurikulum.
PALAPA, 8(1), 42-55.

Qomariyah, N. (2017). Pendidikan Islam Dan Aliran Filsafat Pendidikan Rekonstruksionisme.
Al-Falah: Jurnal llmiah Keislaman dan Kemasyarakatan, 17(2), 197-217

Rahmadhani, P., Widya, D., & Setiawati, M. (2022). Dampak Transisi Kurikulum 2013 Ke
Kurikulum Merdeka Belajar Terhadap Minat Belajar Siswa. JUPEIS: Jurnal Pendidikan
Dan llmu Sosial, 1(4), 41-49

Rachmadyanti, P. (2017). Penguatan pendidikan karakter bagi siswa sekolah dasar melalui
kearifan lokal. JPsd (Jurnal Pendidikan Sekolah Dasar), 3(2), 201-214.

Rezaee, M., Farahian, M. and Mansooji, H. (2021),. Promoting University Students' Receptive
Skills Through Extensive Reading In Multimedia-Based Instruction". Journal of Applied
Research in  Higher  Education, Vol. 13 No. 5, pp. 1464-1489.
https://doi.org/10.1108/JARHE-09-2020-0304

Rehayati, R. (2013). Jati Diri Melayu dan Multikulturalisme: Kontekstualisasi Jati Diri Melayu
di Era Global. TOLERANSI: Media limiah Komunikasi Umat Beragama, 5(1), 58-70

Rivers, W. M. (1981). Teaching foreign-language skills. (2nd ed.). Chicago: TheUniversity of
Chicago Press

Rukajat, A, (2018). Pendekatan Penelitian Kualitatif, Yogyakarta: Penerbit Deepulish

2257


https://doi.org/10.1108/IJEM-03-2022-0111
https://doi.org/10.1108/JARHE-09-2020-0304

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ACADEMIC RESEARCH IN BUSINESS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Vol. 14, No. 9, 2024, E-ISSN: 2222-6990 © 2024

Saini, G., and Baba, M. M. (2024), "Psychological expedient of multimedia in blended learning
and metamemory satisfaction"”, The Learning Organization, Vol. 31 No. 1, pp. 68-87.
https://doi.org/10.1108/TL0O-11-2022-0130

Skemp, R. (2006). Relational understanding and instrumental understanding Mathematics
Teaching. Journal Mathematics Teaching in the Middle School, 12 (2), h. 88-95.
Tersedia http:// www.nctm.org/ publication/ article. Aspx?id=20558. Diakses 13 Juli
2017

Shufa, N. F. (2018). Pembelajaran Berbasis Kearifan Lokal Di Sekolah Dasar: Sebuah Kerangka
Konseptual. Jurnal llmiah Kependidikan Vol. 1 No. 1, Februari 2018 Hal. 48-53

Supriatna, N. (2016, April). Local wisdom in constructing students’ ecoliteracy through
ethnopedagogy and ecopedagogy. In 1st UPI International Conference on Sociology
Education (pp. 126-133). Atlantis Press.

Sumiyati, (2010). Minat Siswa Dalam Kurikulum Muatan Lokal. Pusat Kurikulum Balitbang
Kemdikbud

Taba, H. (1962). Curriculum Development Theory and Practice. New York: Harcourt, Brace &
World Inc

Tobroni. (2012). Relasi Kemanusiaan dalam Keberagaman (Mengembangkan Etika Sosial
Melalui Pendidikan). Bandung: Karya Putra Darwati

Triyatno, T., Fauiziati, E., & Maryadi, M. (2022). Implementasi Kurikulum Merdeka Belajar
dalam Prespektif Filsafat Progresivisme John Dewey. Lentera: Jurnal IlImiah
Kependidikan, 17(2), 17-23.

Sari, W. A., & Messi, M. (2018, July). Pendidikan Global Berbasis Kearifan Lokal. In Prosiding
Seminar Nasional Program Pascasarjana Universitas Pgri Palembang.

Fauziati, S. E. E. (2021). “Kurtilas dalam Prespektif Pendidikan Progresivisme” dalam Jurnal
Pendidikan dan Sains Lentera Arfak, Vol. 1, (1): 29-35.

Segal, N. (2015). From Literature to Cultural Literacy. Humanities. 2015; 4(1):68-79.
https://doi.org/10.3390/h4010068

Syamsijulianto, T., Rahman, R., Sari, M. Z., Ratumanan, S. D., & Solehun, S. (2022). Pendidikan
Karakter Berbasis Kearifan Lokal Tradisi Masyarakat Melayu Perbatasan Pada Siswa
Sekolah Dasar. DIDAKTIKA TAUHIDI: Jurnal Pendidikan Guru Sekolah Dasar, 9(1), 39-

51
Tambak, S. (2018). Penerapan Budaya Melayu Dalam Kurikulum Pendidikan Madrasah
Ibtidaiyah Di Riau. MIQOT: Jurnal Imu-ilmu Keislaman, 41.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/324008972_Penerapan_Budaya_Melayu
_Dalam_Kurikulum_Pendidikan_Madrasah_Ibtidaiyah_Di_Riau

Triwiyanto, T. (2023). Teori Belajar dan Pembelajaran. Jakarta: Erlangga.

Sadullah, U. (2004). Pengantar Filsafat Pendidikan.Yogyakarta: Alfabeta.

Vaughan, T. (2014). Multimedia: Making it work. McGraw-Hill Education Group.

Wankel, L. A. and Blessinger, P. (2013),.Inventive Approaches in Higher Education: An
Introduction to Using Multimedia Technologies. Wankel, L.A. and Blessinger, P. (Ed.)
Increasing Student Engagement and Retention using Multimedia Technologies: Video
Annotation, Multimedia Applications, Videoconferencing and Transmedia Storytelling
(Cutting-Edge Technologies in Higher Education, Vol. 6 Part F), Emerald Group
Publishing  Limited, Leeds, pp.  3-16. https://doi.org/10.1108/52044-
9968(2013)000006F003

Woolfolk, A. E., Hoy, A. W., Hughes, M., & Walkup, V. (2008). Psychology in education.
Pearson Education.

2258


https://doi.org/10.1108/TLO-11-2022-0130
https://doi.org/10.1108/S2044-9968(2013)000006F003
https://doi.org/10.1108/S2044-9968(2013)000006F003

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ACADEMIC RESEARCH IN BUSINESS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Vol. 14, No. 9, 2024, E-ISSN: 2222-6990 © 2024

Zainiyati, H. S. (2018). Pengembangan Media Pembelajaran Agama Islam Berbasis ICT.
Kencana.

Zhao, X., Wang, J., Wang, M., Li, X., Gao, X., and Huang, C. (2021). A New Model For
Assessing The Impact Of Environmental Psychology, E-Learning, Learning Style And
School Design On The Behavior Of Elementary Students. Kybernetes, Vol. 50 No. 2, pp.
512-527. https://doi.org/10.1108/K-09-2019-0579

Zulirfan, Z., Yennita, Y., Maaruf, Z., & Sahal, M. (2023, November). Ethnoscience in Pacu Jalur
Kuantan Riau: Exploring Local Cultural Traditions as a Context of Teaching Physics in
School. In International Conference on Social Science and Education (ICoeSSE 2023)
(pp. 644-654). Atlantis Press.

2259


https://doi.org/10.1108/K-09-2019-0579

