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Abstract

Effective communication in English, especially in writing, holds increasing global significance.
Despite exposure to all four language skills, ESL learners often find writing most challenging.
This sentiment is echoed within English education system and ESL learners in Malaysia, which
highlight the importance of writing while acknowledging its difficulty to master. This research
addresses the relatively unexplored area of expository writing challenges among ESL learners,
which aims to enhance their proficiency in this writing genre by exploring into ESL teachers’
perspectives on the challenges ESL learners encounter in writing expository essays. Utilising
Sidek’s Module Development Framework, 8 English teachers, each with over 5 years of
teaching experience across secondary levels, participated in this needs analysis interview. The
findings revealed several key challenges, where ESL learners displayed limited knowledge and
understanding of topics, struggled with maintaining flow and coherence in their expositions,
exhibited limited vocabulary and grammar proficiency and the teachers encountered
difficulty aligning writing topics with students’ interest. To address these hurdles and enhance
writing skills, integrating more interactive and student-centered learning strategies into ESL
writing lessons is recommended. Ultimately, these findings serve as the groundwork for
developing a tailored writing module to improve ESL teachers’ and learners’ expository
writing proficiency.

Keywords: ESL Writing, Expository Essay, Needs Analysis, Writing Challenges, ESL Learners

Introduction

The ability to communicate effectively in English, particularly in writing, has become
increasingly crucial in the global landscape. This emphasis on writing skills demonstrates
excellent communication and is a necessary component for sharing thoughts and information
(Hassan et al., 2021). Specifically in exposition, this writing genre is essential in allowing ESL
learners to grasp difficult ideas and keep themselves updated with current issues, as it serves
a bridge to overall learning and language success (Bahang et al., 2021). This, then, extends to
better careers success, which reflects learners’ effective communication and cognitive
processes, that encourage critical and reflective thinking, which are crucial in their career
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development and personal growth (Lee & Tan, 2020; Smith, 2018). This acknowledgement
derives as employers have now recognised the importance of English language and
communication skills, including both written and verbal ability, in the employment of
graduates in the nation (Ting et al., 2017). Also, as writing encourages the development of
critical thinking in ESL learners, this allows them to explain their thoughts systematically
(Singh et al., 2020). Despite having been exposed to four language skills throughout their
school years, ESL learners have consistently regarded writing as the most difficult element
(Ceylan, 2019) as the process is seen to be intimidating, especially for learners who lack in
confidence in their ability to use English language (Soomro, 2022).

This viewpoint is shared by both the English education system and ESL learners in Malaysia,
emphasising the significance of writing as an important language skill, yet difficult to master,
especially in writing expository essays (Hassan et al., 2021; Utama, 2020). Among the factors
that resulted to this issue are the conventional approaches employed in teaching writing
Cheng (2016) and the unnecessary focus on a product-based approach (Palpanadan et al.,
2019). As a result, ESL learners were being too dependent on teachers’ input. This resulted to
uninspiring English learning experiences, which hindered the development of writing
techniques Cheng (2016) and ability to communicate effectively and develop higher-order
thinking skills (Palpanadan et al., 2019). Importantly, these have not only demotivated
learners but also prevented them from using English consistently in their daily lives (Naeem
et al., 2023). Additionally, Mustafa et al (2022) found that challenging course material, writing
anxiety and difficulties with producing grammatically accurate writing have resulted to
disorganised writing among ESL learners. Altogether, these challenges have deterred learners
from improving their writing abilities and have emphasised the need for better expository
writing instruction. As it is a type of writing that aims to clarify, inform and describe about an
issue in an orderly and understandable way, its importance is not only in mastering language
proficiency but also critical thinking and effective communication (Lee & Tan, 2020; Smith,
2018).

Literature Review

This literature review examines the diverse environment of ESL learners' expository writing
issues, as seen by ESL teachers. Through an examination of extant literature, the subtle
interplay between various aspects of writing proficiency, spanning from foundational skills to
more advanced competencies, is shown. By deconstructing the specific challenges that ESL
learners face when mastering expository writing, insights are sought that might guide
targeted interventions and curricular changes to better help these learners on their language
development path.

Components of Writing Skills

In education, language skills encompass of two categories - receptive skills, which include
listening and reading and productive skills, which involved writing and speaking (Akhtar et al.,
2019). Labelling as one of the productive skills, writing instruction is crucial in second language
learning for effective communication (Jo, 2021). To master writing skills, ESL learners need
to acquire the ability to incorporate basic and advanced writing skills. The former
encompasses the proper use of vocabulary, spelling, grammar, punctuation and writing genre
Fitria (2020); Moses & Mohamad (2019), while the latter involves advanced skills include the
integration of ideas, proper language structure and effective information presentation (Maru
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et al., 2020; Murtiningsih et al., 2022; Zaki, 2022). This dual proficiency is essential for ESL
learners to be excellent in their written communication.

In the context of writing an exposition, ESL learners are required to compose well-
structured essays. This would focus on their ability to develop their understanding of cause-
effect, problem-solution and comparison-contrast, enhancing their reading comprehension
in facilitating the composition of expository text. Challenges in writing exposition become
evident when attempting to excel their writing in the National Certificate of Education or Sijil
Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM), where strong expository writing skills are tested, carrying the most
weight in the paper (Safar, 2020). As the goal of writing an exposition is to provide readers
with information and additional knowledge, ESL learners must express their ideas
systematically, coherently and comprehensively. However, the challenges in writing the genre
persist, where ESL learners often face difficulties in obtaining sufficient information due to a
lack of knowledge and resources and struggling with a poor mastery of language rules as well
as writing development and organisation (Rizaldi et. al., 2022). Overcoming these challenges
is essential for ESL learners to excel in producing expository essays that fulfill overall
informative purpose (MOE, 2013).

Challenges in Basic Writing Skills in Expository Writing

Due to limited language proficiency, ESL learners experience substantial obstacles in their
English writing skills (Apolonio, 2023). This can be portrayed through their lack of
understanding in grammar. In study conducted by Ghulamuddin et al (2021), employing verbs
in writing causes issues for ESL learners since grammar can take on numerous forms
depending on the tense and subject matter. Rizaldi, et al.’s study (2022) also echoed the same
findings, as they identified that ESL learners struggled with choosing the correct tenses in
writing their expository essay. This is parallel with studies conducted in the same area that
found the lack of grammar knowledge, which is essential for expressing ideas and creating
good sentences, could cause anxiety, especially when ESL learners attempted to construct
sentences with proper grammar (Chigbu et al., 2023).

Lack of proper and wider range of vocabulary is another linguistic barrier that ESL
learners encounter in expository writing. ESL learners were found frequently struggle to
choose appropriate words to express their thoughts, which stems from the overuse
complicated or inappropriate vocabulary, typically in an attempt to make an impression on
their readers or direct translation from the mother tongue Derakhshan & Karimian (2020) and
a lack of topic-specific vocabulary (Chigbu et al., 2023). As a result, they failed to explain and
arrange their ideas in writing and had limited their creativity due to the repetitive use of the
same words and phrases. Hence, it complicated the readers’ comprehension of the intended
meaning of the sentences due to poor word choices (Dhuli et al., 2023). To cope, the use of
peer and self-assessment that provides constructive feedback as well as collaborative
activities, in the whole process-based strategy has proved to assist in minimising linguistic
errors, which led to improved writing development and organisation (Azman & Ayub, 2021;
Nasri et al., 2022).

Challenges in Advanced Writing Skills in Expository Writing

Other than grammar and vocabulary, improper use of transition signals is also another
element where ESL learners struggle (Segaran & Hashim, 2022). Although it is important to
construct well-formed sentences with a variety of syntactic structures, incompetent ESL
learners frequently employed inaccurate and fragmented phrases due to the inability to use
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proper cohesive devices (Arifin et al., 2021, Wijayanti et al., 2023). Consequently, this resulted
to the challenges in understanding the flow and coherence of the written piece, which limiting
learner’s capability to produce high-quality expository writing. In line with Nindya and
Widyati’s (2020) observation that ESL learners tended to produce fewer complex phrases and
had difficulty using cohesive devices, which are necessary for generating high-quality writing,
Hashim et al (2019); Rizaldi et al (2022) revealed that these learners struggled to construct
coherent sentence structures. Their incapability to employ appropriate cohesive devices in
writing have made it challenging to use more compound and complex sentences in expository
writing. This challenge arises from the demand of greater cognitive ability, hence, resulted to
incoherency in expository writing.

Expository writing presents another cognitive obstacle in development the writing
content. According to Saravanan et al (2021), ESL learners frequently encounter difficulty
exploring and expressing ideas because they placed more emphasis on grammar, spelling and
vocabulary than the writing contents. This emphasis hindered the overall content
development, which resulted the written text to lack depth and coherence (Ismail & Sabil,
2029; Rizaldi et al., 2020). Moreover, the importance of integrating reading and writing skills
to improve writing proficiency among ESL learners is emphasised in several studies (Piamsai,
2020; Emak &Ismail, 2021; Anaktototy, 2023). To elaborate, poor reading habits (Andersen et
al., 2018) has caused ESL learners to have limited knowledge on the topics discussed and
further impede their ability to elaborate their points in writing, which later contribute to
difficulties in developing well-elaborated paragraphs (Jagajah, et al., 2019; Fernando, 2020).
This is subsequently highlighted by Chigbu et al (2023), who pointed out that ESL learners who
are occasional or infrequent readers may find expository topics unfamiliar because they are
unaware of current affairs. This study also demonstrated learners’ difficulties in organising
their writing at both content and structural levels. At the content level, challenges emerged
as they struggled in exploring ideas, explaining reasons and delving into the implications of
specific issues. This resulted poor introductions, underdeveloped explanations and
arguments and less appealing conclusions, which, in turn, impacted the structural level of the
essay (Sulaiman et al., 2020; Chigbu et al., 2023).

Aligning writing topics with students’ interest poses a significant challenge for teachers
and can impede student engagement in writing activities. Saravanan et al (2021) reveals that
the formal emphasis on structural features in writing activities rather than considering
learners’ interests complicates the connection between topics and students’ involvement in
the writing activities. Adding to this, the imposition of topics by teachers can impact learners’
interest and success in writing tasks (Alsied & Ibrahim, 2018) as it can adversely affect their
interest and success in writing tasks, thus, creates a disconnection from the writing process.
This situation diminishes motivation and hampers writing performance when topics fail to
resonate with learners. Acknowledging this, Alkhalaf (2022) highlights the importance of
learners’ interest in writing topics as it leads to more effective writing. This is proved by
Bentahar and Cranker (2021) as they point out that when learners are passionate about their
writing topics, they demonstrate greater fluency, understanding and ability to synthesise
information. Nida’s (2021) study further supports this notion as it is proven in her study that
aligning writing topics with learners’ interests leads to enhanced comprehension and
classroom participation. Thus, by acknowledging the significance of aligning topics with
learners’ interests enables to provide meaningful writing activities and foster a supportive
environment, teachers can effectively improve learners’ engagement and writing
performance.
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Having been exposed to abundant of research on the challenges faced among ESL

learners in mastering English writing using several composition genres, the direct use of
exposition, specifically, was still scarce (Kitjaroonchai & Suppasetseree, 2021). Thus, this
paper intends to fill the gap by looking at the problems faced by ESL learners in writing
expository essays, which give a comprehensive understanding of the challenges so that it
would help in tailoring writing interventions to meet the needs of ESL learners in enhancing
their expository writing abilities. Hence, this study tries to answer the following research
question:

1. In the perspectives of ESL teachers, what challenges do Form Four ESL learners

encounter when writing expository essays?

Methodology

The research utilised a qualitative research design, which employed interviews as the primary
tool for data collection and analysis to explore challenges in ESL learners’ expository writing
by delving deeply into the experiences and perspective of participants (Cohen et al., 2017;
Creswell & Creswell, 2018). Eight ESL teachers with over five years of teaching experience
across secondary levels participated in the needs analysis interview (see Table 1), which a
combination of bachelor’s and master degree in Teaching English as Second Language (TESL).
Therefore, the participants were considered to have the credibility, knowledge and skills
required for teaching English and allow their experience to contribute in answering the
research question. The selection of this number of participants aligned with
recommendations proposed by Creswell and Creswell (2018). Careful consideration was
given to field-related and ethical aspects to ensure participants’ confidentiality throughout
the research process and diversity. A structured component explored on teachers’ experience
in teaching expository essay resulted in 6 interview items that uncovered the challenges faced
by ESL learners in writing exposition. These items were validated thoroughly by field and
language experts in this language field. The collected data consisted of eight recorder
interviews underwent transcription, coding and thematic analysis aimed at revealing
responses to the research questions.

Table 1
Educational Background and teaching experience of the research participants in Stage
1

Anita Ainaa Natra Lisa Tan Susan Rose Atiqah
Age 35 33 35 35 35 35 37 38
English 11 9 11 11 11 11 13 14
teaching
experience
Academic Bachelor’s / Master Degree in Teaching English as Second Language (TESL)

Achievement

Findings

To safeguard the participants' confidentiality, the researcher gave them pseudonyms. The
results were presented alongside excerpts from teacher interviews, with each transcript
designated "IV" to aid identification. For example, the label (Anita, IV1/3745-3947) designates
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"Anita" as the participant's pseudonym, "IV1" as the first audio interview with Teacher Anita,
and "3745-3947" as the sentence position in the transcript. Furthermore, the study found
several challenges faced by ESL teachers while teaching expository essay writing. These
obstacles include ESL students' limited understanding of topics, difficulties maintaining
coherence in their writing, insufficient vocabulary and grammatical abilities, and teachers'
challenges in selecting writing topics that align with students' interests.

Students’ Limited Knowledge and Understanding of The Topics

One significant challenge highlighted was the learners’ inadequate knowledge and
understanding of the topics, which made it impossible to deliver thorough and well-informed
explanations owing to a lack of previous information on the chosen topic. Teacher Anita
stated that her learners have lack of awareness of current events, as in the following passage:

“Firstly, my students they don’t read so they are not aware of what happening
around them..” (Anita/ IV1/2031-2136)

Consequently, they were seen to be disconnected from what is happening in both their
surroundings and global context. This indicated a limited exposure to information and news
which often sources of world knowledge.

This has also been a problem by Teacher Lisa as she claimed that one of the significant
challenges for her learners is a lack of background knowledge, as stated in this quotation:

“...the second one would be lack of background knowledge. Students need to have
adequate background knowledge to talk about the topic. They would be making a
lot of mistakes if they dont know what they are writing about.” (Lisa/IV4/3512-
3756)

From the above, it can be said that without sufficient understanding of the topic,
learners may struggle to articulate their thoughts effectively and may make numerous errors
in their writing, which emphasises the importance of having a solid foundation of knowledge
about the subject matter before attempting to discuss or write about it.

Teacher Rose also shared the same view as she stated that while learners may
understand the question, they may lack the necessary depth of knowledge about the topic
when it comes to writing about it. This is showed in the following excerpt:

“Another related challenging aspect is the fact that they might know the question,
understand it but they dont have the extensive or the extra knowledge about the
topic itself when it comes to writing it. the topic can be related to them as school
or family related but sometimes the question can also ask them to think bigger or
wider perspective and that can be a challenge for students.” (Rose/ IV8/2513-
2838)

She highlighted that learners may be familiar with the topic on a personal level such as
school or family-related matter but broader questions that require a wider perspective may
pose difficulties for the learners as they have limited exposure to the context. Hence, they
could struggle to expand their understanding beyond their immediate experiences and hinder
their ability to address broader concepts effectively.
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Lack of Skills in Mastering the Flow and Coherence of the Writing

The analysis also found that another significant difficulty identified by the teachers is a lack
of proficiency in grasping the flow and coherence of the writing. Based on their teaching
experience, learners frequently struggle with organising ideas logically, generating smooth
transitions between paragraphs and maintaining a cohesive structure. This was one of the
main concerns mentioned by Teacher Anita in her interview.

“Planning is the most difficult part because they dont know on how to create flow
and this will affect their writing in term of coherent and how things are being put
together.” (Anita/ IV1/2647-2720)

From the above excerpt, she highlighted that learners struggle with planning their
writing, particularly in creating a coherent flow and structuring their ideas effectively. This
difficulty can significantly impact the overall quality of their writing as it affects how well their
ideas are organised and presented.

Similarly, Teacher Ainaa, Teacher Lisa and Teacher Susan emphasised on the similar
matter that learners struggle with organising their writing effectively. This can be showed
from the following passages:

“It is the organisation. Sometime | noticed my students might combine 2 points in
1 paragraph. They don’t know how to split it into different paragraph.”
(Ainaa/IV2/2047-2134)

“I would say connecting their ideas or developing and organising their thoughts in
the essay. Because they have some difficulties in making sure that the ideas are
coherent.” (Lisa/IV4/2912-3045).

“The most challenging aspect in writing the essay is to organise their ideas and
thoughts. Most of students they have problem to organise their ideas in the essay.
Even the good students still have problems.” (Susan/IV7/3128-3309)

Both excerpts highlight on the challenges related to organising ideas and ensuring
coherence in writing. While Teacher Ainaa specifically mentioned difficulties in organising
paragraphs and separating points into different paragraphs, Teacher Lisa addressed broader
issue related to connecting ideas and organising thoughts throughout the essay. On a
different coin, Teacher Susan provided additional insight by suggesting that this difficulty
persists even among proficient students. This finding has broadened the perspective that
proved the difficulty in organising ideas is not limited to specific skill levels but is a common
issue encountered by learners of all levels. Ultimately, these lack of organisation can impede
clarity and coherence in their writing as readers may find it challenging to follow the flow of
their ideas.

In relation to this theme, Teacher Natra and Teacher Atiqah pointed out a notable
obstacle faced by learners struggled with providing relevant and valid elaborations in their
writing. This is showed in the following excerpts:
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“Elaborations that are relevant and valid points. they can pretty much start the
intro, have the body paragraph, write the conclusion, but in term of elaboration,
that is they most challenging.” (Natra/IV3/3441-3602).

“They are unable to elaborate their ideas. That is the most challenging aspect.”
(Atigah/1V8/2343-2427).

The first excerpt from Teacher Natra suggested that learners were able to structure
their essays with an introduction, body paragraphs and conclusion but struggled with
providing thorough and meaningful elaboration. Similarly, Teacher Atiqah reinforced this
point by stating that elaborating the ideas is the most difficult part in writing expository
essays. These findings indicate that even though learners may have a basic grasp of essay
structure, they face a great challenge in developing and expanding upon their thoughts in a
way that adds depth and complexity to their writing.

Limited Vocabulary and Grammar Proficiency

The study further identified inadequate vocabulary and grammar as prevalent challenges in
writing expository essays. Teachers emphasized that many learners have failed to articulate
their ideas clearly and accurate due to limited vocabulary and grammatical issues. This can be
seen clearly from these three excerpts from the interviews:

“The second challenge is their vocabulary. When they don’t have enough
vocabulary, they find it very difficult to write or difficult to express what they want
to say. and thirdly of course it is the grammar because they dont have strong basic
in the grammar knowledge so have problems with the grammar.”
(Ainaa/IV2/3938-4157)

“It is not just ideas, they lack of vocabulary and they made a lot of grammar
errors.” (Natra/IV3/3512-3537)

“The use of suitable and appropriate vocabulary. Why these words cant be used in
certain point, why this word can be used in another. Well, for the high intermediate
students, the vocab, the basic vocab is not limited, but their vocab might be limited
to that topic, is one thing.

because being an ESL learner, there are words that they have to continuously learn
along the journey. So they might know that topic but in their own mother tongue.
So knowing and using the vocab might be the issue.” (Rose/IV8/4639-4916)

These excerpts collectively emphasise the critical role of language proficiency,
particularly vocabulary and grammar, in learners’ expository writing challenges. Teachers
recognised that deficiencies in vocabulary and grammar can significantly hinder learners’
ability to express themselves effectively in writing. Each excerpt acknowledged specific
struggles that learners face. For instance, Teacher Ainaa and Teacher Natra gave emphasis on
the difficulty expressing ideas due to limited vocabulary and chances learners making
grammar errors in their writings, whereas Teacher Rose stressed on the use of appropriate
vocabulary in different contexts. They highlighted the complexity of language learning and
the diverse obstacle that learners encounter in expository writing.
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However, it can be seen that Teacher Rose delved deeper into the vocabulary usage,
particularly in different context compared to Teacher Ainaa and Teacher Nat who highlighted
on the impact of vocabulary and grammar on learners’ writing proficiency. Teacher Rose
focused more on the challenge of selecting appropriate words for specific situations and
acknowledged the ongoing process of vocabulary acquisition for ESL learners.

Together, these excerpts pointed out the interconnectedness of vocabulary and
grammar proficiency. Addressing these challenges required targeted instructions and
supports to enhance learners’ vocabulary proficiency, grammar skills and overall writing
proficiency.

Aligning Writing Topic with Learners’ Interests

The analysis also found that aligning writing topic with learners’ interest emerged as another
key challenge in writing expository essays. Teacher Lisa mentioned that when learners lack of
engagement or interest in the chosen topic, it often resulted in uninspired and disengaged
writing. This can be seen for the following excerpt:

“One of them would be the area of interest, | think. It will be difficult for the
students to write if the topic is not related to their interest. Because this kind of
essay, writers have to state the facts and to maintain assertive objective tone,
which is not possible if the student lacks of interest in the topic.” (Lisa/IV4/4758-
4937).

This excerpt is worth noting as it highlighted the importance of learners’ interest in
developing their writing skills. It showed that when learners lack interest in the writing topic,
they could encounter challenges in writing expository essays effectively and in maintaining
an objective and factual tone required for expository essays. Therefore, to facilitate effective
writing and maintain the appropriate tone for expositions, it is important for teachers to
consider learners’ interests when selecting writing topics. This approach aims to foster
meaningful and successful writing experience for learners.

Discussion

The study identified several challenges prevalent in writing expository essays within the
English classroom. These include limited background knowledge and understanding of the
topics, difficulties in mastering the flow and coherence of the writings, constraints in
vocabulary and grammar usage and challenges in aligning writing topics with learners’
interests. These challenges collectively impact the quality of overall writing. Addressing these
challenges is essential to enhance expository writing skills among ESL learners in English
language teaching and learning contexts.

The findings indicate that ESL learners frequently struggle with writing coherent
paragraphs with elaborations and maintaining the flow of their writing. Their struggles may
be attributed to poor English proficiency that make it difficult for them to recognise and
correct grammatical, syntactic and vocabulary errors (Apolonio, 2023). Furthermore, a lack of
considerable English writing experience and exposure of correct writing structures further
contributes to the difficulties of organising and expanding their thoughts with explanations
and examples (Jagaiah et al., 2019; Fernando, 2020). The absence of adequate feedback,
assistance and confidence in using the language complicates the learning process, making it
challenging for ESL learners to comprehend the complex nature of writing (Akhtar et al., 2019;
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Moses & Mohamad, 2019). Moreover, the lack of organisation of thoughts in writing is also
influenced by the ineffective use cohesive devices (Nindya & Widyati, 2020). Emphasising the
use of these transitional signals is essential as they necessitate a greater comprehension of
the ideas to learn to synthesise their knowledge and articulate relationships between
different ideas within the subject matter.However, this skill requires not only language
proficiency but also the ability think critically on the content being presented (Singh et al.,
2020). Reaching this degree of proficiency entails more expressive and sophiscated language
to be utilised in written communication (Palpanadan et al., 2019).

In relation with the constraints faced by ESL learners in vocabulary and grammar usage,
these challenges stemmed from numerous reasons. Firstly, employing more sophisticated
vocabulary is complicated (Arifin et al., 2021; Hashim, et al., 2019; Derakhshan and Karimian,
2020; Dhuli et al., 2023). This skill involves understanding the unique ways ideas can be
inferred and choosing words that not only meet the grammatical rules but also precisely
convey the intended meaning demand a higher level of language proficiency and cognitive
abilities (Rizaldi et al., 2022). Apart from that, the use of wider range of vocabuary in their
writing might be hampered by inadequate exposure to these aspects in both reading and
writing experiences. Intergrating these two skills could enhance learners’ writing by exposing
them to different texts (Anaktototy, 2023; Emak & Ismail, 2021). Furthermore, providing low-
proficiency learners with quality reading materials acting as sample writings could expose
learners with good language, writing strategies and better esseay development and
organsation (Piamsai, 2020). However, this study has also produced contrasted findings with
Saravanan et al.’s (2021) study.Though in their study, it was proven that the application of
correct grammar seemed to be less problematic due to the emphasis on mastering basic
grammar and writing skills, this study has showed otherwise. While these skills are essential,
the focus on them has provided limited opportunities for learners to explore more advanced
writing skills. Consequently, learners recieved insufficient guidance in incorporating different
sentence structures, proper vocabulary and effective logical connectors (Rizaldi, et al., 2022).
Hence, fostering a positive learning environment where learners are inspired to express
themselves creatively and have more rooms to experiment with language could overcome
these difficulties in expository writing.

Itis clear limited background knowledge and understanding emerges as the challenging
aspect in mastering ESL expository writing skills, as emphasised by the participants. Several
studies such as conducted by Emak and Ismail (2021); Anaktoty (2023) emphasise the
challenges encountered by ESL learners in writing expository essays due to their poor reading
habits. These habits lead to a limited understanding of the topics discussed and hinder
learners’ ability to elaborate on points effectively., which consequently affecting paragraph
development. Additionally, Chigbu et al (2023) highlight that ESL learners often lack
awareness of current events as they were being infrequent readers. As a result, they
encounter difficulties organising and elaborating their thougts that leads to poor quality of
writing, either in content or structural level. Moreover, aligning writing topics with learners’
interest could lead to limited knowledge and understanding as the topics do not resonate
with learners. This may cause them to be demotivated and invest less effort in researching
and comprehending the subject matter, which caused the gaps in their understanding (Alseid
&lbrahim, 2018; Bentahar & Cranker, 2021). which indicate a broader disconnection from
their surroundings and the global context. Therefore, aligning writing topics with learners’
interest is crucial as this will affect learners’ engagement with the topic and their reading as
well as research skills. When they are interested in a topic, they are more likely to actively
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participate in the skills, which allow them to identify essential information and connect it to
their own thoughts. This process necessitates higher-order thinking skills such as critical
analysis and requires learners to express ideas coherently and effectively in their expository
writing.

In summary, the findings identified various challenges in ESL learners’ expository
writing, including limited background knowledge, constraint in writing flow and coherence,
poor vocabulary and grammar usage and difficulty in aligning topic with learners’ interest.
These obstacles affect writing quality, and highlights the need for tailored language
interventions. Fostering a creative learning environment is crucial for overcoming these
challenges and improving expository writing skills among ESL learners.

Conclusion

In conclusion, reveals several challenges prevalent in ESL learners’ expository writing that
consist of limited background knowledge, writing flow and coherence issues, vocabulary and
grammar constraints and difficulty aligning topics with learners’ interests. These obstacles
impact learners’ writing quality and requires tailored language interventions for
improvement. It is also essential to foster a creative learning environment to address these
challenges effectively. By aligning topics with learners’ interest, engagement can be
enhanced, while promoting higher-Oorder thinking skills and facilitate coherent expression of
ideas in expository writing.

In addition to expand the scope of this research settings, there are several
recommendations that could enhance the study’s impact. Firstly, longitudinal studies in
tracking ESL learners’ writing process over time would provide valuable insights into the
effectiveness of interventions and the development of writing skills. Secondly, interventions
studies targeting specific writing challenges identified in the study could be implemented to
evaluate their effectiveness in improving ESL learners’ writing skills. By implementing these
recommendations, researchers and ESL teachers can contribute to the ongoing improvement
of ESL writing instruction and support the development of writing skills among ESL learners.
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